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FROM A U 
Maxcnanr of the City of Loni, 


FO THE 


Rt H——ble W Po Eſq; Ge. 


STR, 


_ HE Writer of theſe Sheets has 
been converſant in Mercantile 
wy nn ons Mem 
wards of Twenty Years, and in the Courſe 
of that Time he cannot fail to haye made 
ſuch Obſervations and Remarks upon our 
Trade and Navigation, as may tend at.this 
Juncture, to the Advancement of both. 
He ſhould not, however, have been tempt- 
ed to- render public his Thoughts upon 
theſe Subjects, if, in a Converſation with 
a certain great Man, he had not been much 
ſollicited thereto, and all his Arguments of 
Excuſe, baffled by that great Perſuaſion, 
B 2 the 


* 40 ex + on tt 
ET Good nb Country. He flatters 
"Kine "therefore, that you will not im- 
pute io Vanity hat is founded in a quite 
different Motive, any more than think 
him Preſumtive in daring to dedicate this 
Miece fd a Pefſon of ſuch diſtinguiſhed 
Talents and Power. Though unknown to 
= ae he may well plead a Know- 
edge You ſaperior Abilities, as the 
— Reaſon of this Dedication; the 
ſecond is the = Lu, you haye of Putting 
n Bfecution any wile and lalutary Mea- 
ſures that may be propoſe ee. 
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cod echnHfiftertt and Navig ation ae Þ im- 


edel connected with "the very Exi- 


e whoever Thould 
diſtant the Sytem that England 
Aae w Wl Politics, = | 
"ſt marking how the muſt ſecure her 
Tyvatte; and ſüpport Her Dominion of the 
Sea; Tüll reſernble the Dofat who was 

eafirely taken up with preſcribing for his 
Patent * Preventatives for che Tooth-ach, 
While Bie Lunge were * detayibg with a 
gerp Conſumption. Although” I am Sina 
boese Sita, as to ur we 
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(s) 

have no Connections whatever with the 
Continent; and that our Naval Force 
alone, without any Auxiliaries whatever, 
is ſufficient, not only to protect our Ameri- 
can Colonies and Settlements, but alſo to 

ſecure this Kingdom from all Invaders, 
and even pull down the Power of France, 
even when ſhe ſhould be united with the 
Houſe of Auſtria, Spain, Sicily and the 
Turk: Altho' I am not infatuated with 
our Naval Strength to this Depree, Yet I 
am not unacquainted with the Superiority 
it gives us over all the Powers of Europe, 
not excepting even that Maritime Power, 
who ſo long contended with us for the 
Dominion of our oπνnhU Seas, and which 
the now quietly poſſeſſes, when ſhe has 
nota Fleet of twelve Men of War (fit to 
put to Sea) to ſupport her Claim. Our 
Connections with the Continent ſhould 
not be given up at this time to try Experi- 
ments upon our own' Force, an Eſſay of 
this kind might prove much more than we 
ſhould like, that we are too opiniated aorth 
an eſtabliſbed Militia, we build too much 
upon our Frets. This is not the Period to 
execute new Syſtems of Politics; the Seaſon 


(6) 

for ſuch Tryals is Peace; when no Enemy 
can thwart your Meaſures but by counter- 
| Negociations;,—when you are not every 
Moment thteaten d with ſome new En- 
terprize, the Succeſs of which may cir- 
cumvent every End propoſed by Treaties, 
though ever ſo well modell d. Have we 
not a recent Inſtanee of this in theCzarina? 
She engaged to furniſh: us with 53000 
Men upon receiving 400,000/. a year when 
they ſhould- be in Motion, and 100,000. 
(a yearly Subſidy of which has been al- 
ready paid her) while they kept upon the 
Frontiers of Livoma, to be ready upon 


the firſt Call: What was the Sequel f 


this? Theſe very Troops that were paid 
by the King of Great Britain to fight his 
Battles againſt the French King; were 

upon the King of Pruſſia s taking proper 
Meaſures to ſecure his Dominions from 
being wreſted from him by the Empreſs 


Queen and the King of Poland, conjunctively 
wich the French King; deſtined to traverſe 
Cuurland, and make a Diverſion in favour 
of the Allies of France. So that in fact 
we are paying the Czarina loo, oool. a year 
for employing 53, ooo Men againſt K 
FRY, 0 
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The 38 1 * rok 8 this 
is, that Great Britain muſt ever have Con- 
nections with the Continent as long as ſhe 
would Trade to Advantage upon it; and 
where her commercial Intereſt therewith 
is net concerned, ſhe has none. By a re- 


-ciprocal;-cammerical Intereſt , with the 
Proteſtant Powers of the Norib and Ger. 


many, ſuch a Cement might be formed, as 
to render all ſubſidiary Gratifications need- 
lefs;: our Fleets ſhould: protect their Trade 
wheno:cincroached | upon, their Armies 
ſhould: defend our Poſſeſſions when at- 
tacked; but without Fee or Reward. 
This is the Plan of Politics Britain ſhould 
purſue. '. But a time of War is not the 
Period for laying a proper Foundation for 
ſo great a Superſtructure. We muſt con- 
tent ourſelves at preſent with purſuing 
ſuch a Plan as to prevent too great a 
Balance of Power in favour of the Houſe 


of Baurbon, and when needful, employ 


ſuch Bodies of Auxillaries as may be ne- 
ceſſary for our Protection, or the Aſſiſtance 
of our Allies, —at leaſt untill our Militia 
ſhall be formed and trained to a proper 
26541 Diſ- 


68 
Diſcipline : In the mean while your At- 
tention, Sir, cannot be too much fixed 
upon the Security of our Commerce, and 
n and Ertan of our ene rag 


1 : Di. 


Ade the. Courſe of this Epiſtls} I chal 
take the Liberty of marking what Provi- 
ions and Alterations may be neceſſary for 
the Protection of our: Trade to North 
Anerica, the ei. Indies; and the. Coaſt 
of Aſricu.urhich are Branches of our 
Trade, that cannot be too much chrriſtied 
and fupported ; and I ſhall at then ſaine 
Time point out what appear to me the 
propes Deſtinations af dur Fleets for the 
Annoyance- of: the Enemy; and of: Con- 
voys for the Protection of our Merchant- 
men, from "Boi! Ships of nen ö 
* 9 7 . eee 24513 ©: 
doi Shah! "5% no 303? 

a the preſent Quarrels which ſubſiſt in 
Euroſes. may be traced to the Squabbles, 
concerning our, and the French Amican 
Poſſeſſions; although 2 Plan may have 
been concerted, between the Eitipreſs 
Queen, the Czarina;' und the of 
Talat for reducing the Power of the 
-UCL | Houſe 


(9) | 
Houſe of Brandenburgh, and dividing 


among them it's Poſſeſſions, upon the 
firſt favourable Opportunity, for a 
Diſturbanee of the Tranquility of Europe; 
it is reaſonable to ſuppoſe that before 
the Plan of a laſting Peace can be formed 
for the contending Parties in Europe, the 
Limits of our American Colonies muſt 
be firſt aſcertained, and all cauſe of 
Diſtturbance upon that Head be removed; 
and as there is no likely hood of our have 
ing theſe Matters ſettled to our 2 
by the French Miniſters, without we 
firſt prove by the Force of our 3 as 
well as Treaties, (which are now broke) 
that our Claims are juſt, and the Repoſe of 
Europe will {till be a great way off, even 
though the King of Prufia, ſhould” by 
his ſuperior "Abilities and great Military 
Skill, as a Prince and as à General, ſo 
extend his Conqueſts in Babemia and even 
Hungary, as to oblige the Queen of that 
Name to propoſe Terms for à {ſpeedy : 
Accommodation. To this End then I 
ſhall give my Sentiments upon carrying on 
the Ware in America, in ſuch à manner as 
| 10 8 by our Succeſs, the French to 
C leave 


610) : 
leave the juſt Bounds of out Provinces 
unmoleſted, and if a glorious Peace can 
be procured, to guarranty to us with the 
Powers of Europe, the Free and Unin- 
Patciien thereof. | 


But as this may at belt 1 
ſafficient Importance to gain the Attention 
of the ſeveral Powers of Europe, who 
will at the End of this War be contracting 
Parties in the Treaty of Peace; I ſhall 
give a ſmall ſketch of the Extent, Pro- 1 
duce, and Advantages of our North- 


AR Colonies. 


pe Engliſh TY all North- America: 
to ſettle in by the Diſcovery of Cabot, 
in 1497. from Lat. 67, to Cape Florida 
in a8, called the Newfaundlands, till 
Sir Walter Raleigb's Voyage, in 1585. 
And from that Time named Virginia 
without Diſtinction. The Engliſb Settle- 
ments by Grants extend from Sea to Sea, 
or from Eaſt to the Me Coaſts of the 
Iii | Continent, where New-Albion was ceded: . 
| by it's King, to Sir Francis Dreke in 1577. 
| 1 A i 1600 de greats. 


to 


. ( IE :) Js , 
to Two Companies, to One from Lat. 34 
to 41, ta the other from 38 to 45. Carolina, 
Virginia | Proper, and Maryland, fell to 
one, to the other Neu- England, "News" 
York, Neto - Jerſey, and Penſilvania. After- 
wards diſtinct Grants being made of them, 
under the Names of Nova- Scotia, and 
Neu-Britain, Virginia, er all - Nerth- 
America, became divided into leſs Parts 
under various Appellations. Virginia Proper, . 
ſettled in 3607, by King James, is bounded. 
by Grant to the North, from Lat. 41. to 
the South as far as Lat. 36, Jo. which 
was run by Agreement in 1729, and the 
Government and Property thereof are in 
the Crown, Neu- England, included in 
the general Virginia Patent, was granted 
1606, and ſettled in 1621, the Bounds: 
Extend from Lat. 40 to 48 North, and 
poſſeſſed by any Chriſtian State, as by Grant 
of James the I. { November 37 1621. 
Neua: Scotia, uſurped by the Freneb in 
1603, and from whence they were drove 
by Argal, in 1613, was granted to Sir 
William Alexander, in 1621, and the 


* were preſeribed to be St. Lawrence's 
C23 River, 


(2). 
River, on the North, and on the Weſt St. 
Croix. By a ſecond Grant in 163 5, it was 
enlarged to Kennebeł River, to co-extend | 
Nova-Scotia, with Acadia (fo called by 
the French) granted by Lewis XIII. in 
1633, which has been Five or Six Times 
Conquered by the Engli //h, and given up 
to the French, ho in 1713 by the Treaty 
of Utrecht, ceded ir entirely to Queen Ann, 
excepting Cape Breton, and the Property 
and Government thereof ate in the Crown. 
Maryland" before part of Virginia, granted 
to Bord Baltimore: by Patent of King 
Charles I. dated Jum 20, 1632, which 
was Named aftef the Conſert of that 
Prince; Was ſettled in 1633, and extends 
North to Lat! 4, South a few. Miles 
below 38, Faſt by the Ocean, and extends 
mes to the Head ef the Potomac River. 
The Praperty and Government hereof. are 
inithe Proprietof. 1:!The TWã ]] Carolinas, 
no! called Now" ind - South, were one 
and the fame Country,” till 1729. Some 
French Huguenots made an Incurſion 
here in 1562, and built Charles Furt at 
Port Royal; but theſe . were entirely de- 
ow: in 1564 Ty” the Spaniardi, and 
theſe 


( 13 ) 

theſe were cut off by the French in 1567, 
and from that Period it was unſettled 
(except by a few Engliſb, in the Veats 
1622 and 1653)-tull it was granted to 
Eight Proprietors in 1665, from Lat. 36. 
30. to 29. and Me to tie South Sea: 
the Charter was vacated: in 1728, afſd 
Seven of the Proprietorſhips ,onoShates' 
were bought i in by the Crowngsin whoſe 
Hands is the Government, and be People 
are poſſeſſed of the Property. | New- 
Jerſcy lies between Marylaml, Fenſluania, 
and Neo- Nur, being part of the Dutch 
New: Netherlands; taken from them in 
1664, and granted to the Duke of ork, 
and by him to Lord Ber#lcy, and Sir 
George Carteret. It was recovered by the 
Dutch in 167 , but they reſtored" it to 
us in 1673, and in conſequence thereof 
it was regranted to, and by the Duke in 
1674, to the ſame Proprietors, who 
divided it by a Line from South to North; 
Lord Berkley, had the Weſt Jerſey, and 
Sir George Carteret, the Eafti Jerſey, which 
are now united Property in the Proprietors, 
but the Government and Juriſdiction 
wem given up to WB Crown in 1702. 
4 | New-York, 


+ 188. 

Maus Tk, was firſt viſited by Hudſam in 
1608, ho gave his Name to the River, 
bought the Country of the Indians, and 
ſold it to the Dwrch; Charlsk, laid claim and 
the States Genera] diſomned their Title to 
if, andthe urch Company made an 
offer oftit fori 2 500l, but they retreated, 
built Forts, and called it all: with New-" 
to the Duke uf Tori, and calld Tarihſbire, 
io bounds firſt ere North the River St, 
Tau and the Sub Sea, Nel; but 
dt is now confined to narrowreer Limits, 

towards the Sea Coaſt, excluſtve of Long - 
Wand,” but grows broader towards the 
Country of the Six Nations, which is 
ſuppoſed to de compriſed "therein. The 
are in the Crown. 
5 Penfiluania, takes it's Name from the 
Proprietor William Penn, granted by King 
Charles II. in 1680, it's extent is from 
che beginuing of the 40 to the 43, deg. of 
Latitude; and from the 5th Deg.” of 
Weſtern . itude, from Delawar River, | 
Miles round Newcaftle, 
* — the Duke of N granted to 
Penn, 


(616) 

Penn, a Slip of the New Netherlands from 
12 Miles North of NewcafHe, South to Cape 
Hinkpen in 38, 45, which part is called 
the Delaware or lower Countries. The 
Property and Government are in the Pro- 

ptietor. Georgia. till 173, made part of 
— it was ſettled, ſeparated and 
granted to a Corporation for z 1 Years ; at | 
the -End of that Time the: ne 

was to revert to a 


— & 


Theſe are the Poſſeſlionsin North iden 
Jew, to which England has fo juſt a Claim, 
and which being ſituated in ſo ſine a Part 
of the Globe, as the ſame Latitudes with 
the moſt fertile Parts of Eummpe, Africu, 
and Afia, would nereſſatily produce ſuch 
Ftuits, Fiſh, Beaſts, &c, as are not only 
uſeful in themſtlves but profitable to Trade, 
Manufactures and Navigatiob; ſince we 
find that whete the Summers are hotter, 
and the Nights colder! than in England, 
towards the Coaſt every Thing can be pro · 
duced that can be here; and it is to be 
unagined that if the interior Parts of the 
Country, particularly uf New: England, 
| _ are thus Wen e were cleared 

Is from 


616) 
tom the great Quantities of Wood that 
there every where cover the Surface of the 
Earth, inſomuch that the Sun cannot pe- 
netrate to warm it; the Fruitfulneſs of the 
Country would not yield to Great Britain. 
But, let us conſider the preſent Products 
of North America, with Regard to Com- 
merce and Navigation, and we ſhall be 
ſufficiently ſatisfied with its Importance to 
both, to let no Part of it ſlip out of our 
Hands. Georgia, which is the moſt 
Southern Province, and which, till the 
Year 1732, was deſerted by the Inhabi- 
tants of South Carolina, of which it then 
made Part, on Account of its Vicinity to 
St. Auguſtine, poſſeſſed by the Spaniards, 
being ſettled by Mr. Oglethorpe, has proſ- 
pered abundantly, and produces Rice in 
great Quantities, Silk and Pot-aſh; to 
which maybe added conſiderable Crops 
of udigo; andi ſince the Duty upon this 
Commodity has been taken off in Caro- 


lina we plant it again there with great Suc- 
ceſs, and by that means may ſave 200, oool. 
a year, which we have — ber woe 
ag the French forl it. 
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Our Trade to Virginia and Maryland is 
ſtill of a more intereſting Nature, ſince it 
not only increaſes the public Revenue with 
about half a Million of Money yearly, 
but brings into the Coffers of the. Engh/b 
Merchants near the ſame Sum. The 
Staple Commodity of - theſe to Colonies 
is Tobacco, but that of Virginia is chiefly 
the ſweet Scented, and that of Maryland | 
what is call'd Oroongko ; the former is 
principally. conſumed here and ſent to 
France, and the latter is exported to Haoi- 
land, Germany, and the Baltic, 


The Advantage reſulting to this Nation 
by the Tobacco Trade of Virginia and 
Maryland, may be partly nearly computed, 
by the Number of Ships there is employed 
and the Quantity imported, the greater 
part whereof is again exported. Upon 2 
Medium of one year with another, there 
are 200 ſail of Ships, from 100 to 400 
Tons Burthen, freighted | with Tobacco 
from thoſe two Colonies to England, which 
import at leaſt 100,000 Hogſheads, each 
Hogſhead containing above 400 weight : 

D Forty 


(18 ) 
Forty Thouſand Hogſheads may be con- 
ſumed in Great Britain and Ireland, Guern- 
fey; Jerſey, and the other inferior Britiſh 
Iſlands, and for which Forty Thouſand 
Hogſheads of Tobacco, that are worth to 
us above 146,000/. Sterling, we ſhould be 
- obliged to pay ready Money to Foreigners, 
if theſe eſtimable Colonies were wreſted 
from us. The Sixty Thouſand Hogſheads, 
which we export, we now receive yearly 
440,000). Sterling for from Foreigners, in 
ready Money, or; What is the ſame Thing, 
in Goods, for which they would take no 
other barter, and we ſhould be obliged to 
pay ready Money for; but this is not yet 
all the Advantage we receive from the 
Trade of Virginia and | Maryland. —This 
very Money, which is remitted here for 

Tobacco exported, is laid out by the Plan- 
ters Agents here in our Staple and other 
Commodities, which occcaſions another 
Freight for as many more Ships: And to 
this we muſt add a National Advantage, 
the Duty on the Forty Thouſand Hog. 
ſheads of Tobacco conſumed here, a- 
mounting to 500,000). Sterling. 


beöcfr gan 
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It is evident from hence, how much 
the Artiele of Tobacco from theſe Colonies 
tends to maintain the Balance of Trade in 
our favour, and how much we are inte- 
reſted not only to protect Virginia and 
Maryland, but alſo to avoid, as far as poſ- 
ſible, their labouring Men from being 
drawn away from their Work, in order 
to defend themſelves and their Country. 
To theſe Articles let us ſubjoin, the vaſt 
Number of People that is maintained, and 
many of them enriched here at home by 
the Induſtry of their Countrymen in theſe 
two Colonies; for, except their daily Food, 
there is hardly any Thing they conſume 
or make uſe of but what is manufactured 
in, or ſent from their mother Country; 
and the Shipping, amounting to between 
three and four Hundred Veſſels employed 
in the Trade, ſupports a great Number of 
our ableſt Seamen, which adds to our Na- 
val Strength, and might be a Means of 
manning a formidable Fleet in time of 
Neceſſity. * 


The next Province that preſents itſelf 
NE D 2 to 
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to us for it's extraordinary Advantages to 
Trade and Navigation, is that of New- 
England, on account of the Quantities of 
Oak, Fir and Pine, fit for Maſts for our 
Navy, and which might produce a ſuffici- 
ency of Pitch, Tar, Roſin and Turpen- 
tine, for all our home Conſumption, and 
f prevent our Trade to the Baltic in theſe 
Articles having ſo much the Balance 
againſt us. In the clearing of the Pro- 
vince of New-England, particular Care 
ſhonld be had to demoliſh no Oak, Fir, 
or Pine of a proper Growth, or ſo ſituated 
es to be convey d to the Shore without 
. .Tiſking the breaking or ſpoiling it: -The 
Underwoeds and Trees of inferior Nature, 
particularly thoſe irf the more Weſtern 


Ts Parts of the Province, ſhould be fell'd, for 


the making way for ſowing Grain, &c, 
In this place, Sir, I cannot help remarking 
8 that a Clauſe in the Act of IId. Geo. IId. 
which prohibits the cutting of any white 
Pine Trees, of the Diameter of 24 in- 
ches, at 20 inches, from the Ground, not 
growing within ſome tract of Land grant- 
ed to ſome private Perſon before the th 
of , OFober 1690, without his Majeſty's 


Licence, 


1 
Licence, may prove very detrimental to 
the growth of White Pines of a proper 
ſize for Maſts in ſuch places of the Pro- 
vince. of Neu- England, which are the 
moſt commodious for their Conveyance to 
the Sea Shore; as many Places ſo ſituated 
are actually in the Occupation of Settlers 
who have received their Grants of Land, 
ſince the Tear 1690, and as by this they 
will be induced to cut their Pine Trees fit 
for Maſts, before they arrive at the Dimen- 
ſions herein ſpecified, and the Difficulty, 
Delay and Expence of granting Licences 
are ſq great, that very few. have been ap- 
plied for. I am not inſenſible of the Inten- 
tion of this Clauſe, which L apprehend: 
was inſerted with a view of preventing any: 
White Pines, of the Dimenſions fit for 
Ships -Maſts, being exported: to aſſiſt the 
Fir encb, Or other Naval- rival Pgwers in fur«. 
niſhing their Fleets therewith, and for the 
more ſecurely. appropriating them to our 
own. Uſe ; but as Experience, Sir, has con- 
vinced us of the bad Conſequence reſulting 
to ourſelves from this Clauſe, I and many 
more Merchants of this City, who have the 
Honour of the Britiſb Flag, and the Com- 
merce 


(220 
merce of theſe Realms much at Heart, 
entertain hopes of ſeeing this Bar to the 
growth of Pines of proper Dimenſions, 
(and ſo ſituated as to be conveniently ſhip'd 
for Old England,) in the Province of New 
Tn ſoon removed. 
; It would * needleſs, Sir, to add any 
more to a Perſon of your Judgment and 
Penetration concerning the removal of any 
Obſtacle to our Maritime Power; there 
fore I ſhall quit this Digreſſion, and finiſh 
my Account of the Mercantile Products 
of the Continent of North America, with 
Nova Scotia, which gave the firft riſe to 
our preſent Quarrel with the French, and 
- which, it is to be hoped, will not be ſacri- 
ficed to them either in Whole or in part, 
in the expectation of gaining their Friend- 
ſhip, which if it were ſincere, would be 
too dearly bought at ſo great a Price; for 
the Province already produces beſides 
Timber, Planks, Deal, Hoops, Staves 
and other Sorts of Lumber; Corn, Fruit, 
Peaſe and other Pulſe, and in ſeveral 
Places there are large Woods, the Trees 
t are as fit for Maſts as thoſe of 
Norway. 


(23) 
Norway. If there were occaſion, Shipping 
of all kinds might be conſtructed here; 
the Oak Timber that grows in this Pro- 
vince being equal, if not ſuperior to that 
of Norway: But if it were only for the 
Fiſh that is caught upon the Coaſts of this 
Colony, it would be of no {mall Impor- 
tance to us; Whales, Codfiſh and Salmon 
abound upon the Coaſt, as well as Mack- 
tel, Pilchards, Shads, Trout, Scacows, 
&c. | . | L : * gy 


T he mention of our American Fiſhery 
naturally leads to that of Newfoundlend, 
which for the Advantages it produces both 
to the Trade and Navigation of theſe 
Kingdoms, ſhould be prefer'd to the Mines 
of Peru. No one can doubt this, when he 


conſiders that we bring from thence yearly 
between 2 and 300,000. hundred weight 


of Fiſh, beſides 4 or 5000- Hogſheads of 
Oil, by which a very large Sum of Money 
is ſayed or brought into this Kingdom an- 
nually, and a very great Number of our 
beſt, Seamen trained and ſupported, But 
the Quantities of Fiſh brought from 
thence to Great Britain, | 1 not to be com- 

5 Par d 


(424) | 
par'd to what we furniſh from thence; 


: to che Pirtugngſe; Spaniſh, and Halfan 
Markets, as well as our Sugar Colonies 


and the other oft Indiun Illands, fo that 
the increaſe that this Trade makes to the 
National Stock, cannot be computed at 
eſs than 3 or 4000 Thoufand Pounds per 
"Annum ; fot a Ship of 100 Tons, with 


the Charge only of Victuals and Fiſhing . 
Tackle for Twenty Hands; will bring to 


Market in Portugal, Spain or \Italy 3000), 
worth of Fiſh, and frequently clear 20001, 
for the Proprietors, ſo that according to | 
this Calculation, which is not ober rated, 

156 Ships only will clear 300,600.” and 


confequently increafe the {ona and mt : 
vite Seocks ſemneh. A T 


« # | „ — 
) 4 } 


Hong 2 wow! as eotciſe an Ac- 
count” as T poſſibly could of out” North 
American Settlements, which needs no 
further Illuſtration to prove their Im 0 ; 
tance; it is time to cenfidei che mo 
effectual Methods of ſecuring t 8 agal 
the Invaſions of the French, 255 1 555 
long ſince lald the Plan for wreſting ng them 
from us, being perſwaded that until they 
ſhall 


62559 | 
ſhall have weaken'd England in her Com- 
merce by the loſs of her American Colo-. 
nies, her Trade and Navigation will (if 
properly exerted) always protect her from 
the Power of France; and conſequently 


the great Project of univerſal Mo 


can never be compaſſed by the French till 


they have deſtroy d our Commerce and, 
Navigation, which they cannot more ef- 
fectually do, than by worming us out of 
the Continent of North America. In or- 
der to facilitate this, they are building a 
Chain of Forts to circumſcribe the Exg- 
liſh Settlements, and cut us off from all 
Communication of Alliance, or Trade 
with the Iadian Nations; to confine our 
Settlements within ſuch Limits as the 
French are pleaſed to preſcribe the Engliſb 
Provinces; and alſo with a View of join- 
ing Louiſiana and Canada, and at the ſame 
time making themſelves Maſters of the 
Lales, and in the End render * id 
Continent's Poſſeſſion of France. | 


Bia aa eee 
for the Protection of our Settlements, 
to circumvent this Plan eee. 
25 E 2 e 
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the Frenth; that isgo-fay, make ourſelves 

a communication, for forming Allianees, 

and Trading with the Indian Nations; 
fender the Project of a junction between 
Loui umu, and Canada abortive, and 
demollſh the chain of Forts within which 
we ſhall otherwiſe be immured. The 
only Method that I can deviſe for fru- 
ſtrating this Plan, is to become Maſters of 
the Hidian Countries fo as to ſecure our- 
ſelves and protect the Hudians our Allies: 

And to compaſs chis we muſt either diſ- 
pute with Arms every paſs in the Coun- 
try, and then ſecure them with Forts and 
Garriſons, or become Maſters of the 
Lakes,” and by that means gain a 4 


dach of that dome rig 
\ 


But a8 che Bae W in a C | 
nada is a Military united Power, every 
way trained to Martial exerciſe, and the 
Inhabitants of our Colonies, live by their 
Labour, and are not acruſtomed to the 
uſe of Arms; it will neceſſarily follow 
chat if We propoſe ſacceeding, we -muſt 
either employ Auxiliaries, or endeavour 
54 enn As 
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As we have been ſo unfortunate as to 
loſe Ofwego, and with it all our Naviga- 
tion of Lake Ontario, we ſhould imme- 
diately execute ſome Enterprize to regain 
if poſſible the Sovereignty of that Lale; 
or if that ſhould appear not ſo practi- 
able as could be wiſhed, we Qiculd en- 
gage the Senekies to go and ſettle upon 
the Banks of Lake, Erie at the Mouth of 
the River Miamis, where a Fort ſhould be 
inſtantly built in as ſtrong a Manner as 
poſſible, be fortified with a good Garriſon 
partly, if not all Engliſb, who ſhould for- 
ward the conſtructing of at leaſt twenty 
Brigantines and Chaloupes, which ſhould 
be built and fitted kg at fartheſt, next 


Summer, * 
The 


If this ſhould appear imptacticable in 
America within the Time limited, as a longer 
Delay would be of the moſt fatal Conſequence 
to the ) Provinces of Perfilvanma,' New 

Fark, and indeed we might add all, by the 
junction which otherwiſe the French will in 
all probability. effect between  Lowi/iana and 
Conada, * means of their W Ofwego, 


Ee. 
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' "The Navigation of the Lake Champlain 
ſhould be next conſidered ; but as the 
French Fort at Cn Print, will in all 
probability be a great Obſtacle to our ob- 
taining the Navigation of this Late; 1 
ſhall firſt confider the moſt probable 
Means of obliging the e's to evacuate 
that place, Apo tains 


The Parliament aaa laſt Year on 
Account of American Services 279,704 /. 
15. without including any part of the 
Million granted to enable his Majeſty © to 
*© concert and take all fuch Meaſures, as 
“ might be neceffary to diſappoint or de- 
12 —. any Enterprizes or Deſigns of his 
% Enemies, and as "the Exigency of 
« Affairs might require ; % ſome of hich 
it is reaſonable to imagine has been em- 
ployed for the ſecurity of our American 
Colonies, fince by the Deſigns. of our 
Enemies the Affairs of our Countrymen 
ef thoſe Parts, have been ſince that 
W in a 1 r Situation. And 

* although 
Ge; thedifferent parts of theſe Veſſels might 
de conſtructed here in ſuch a Manner as to be 
cotivey'd to ä and there joined. | 


(69 
although ſo great # Sum has been expe 


ends 
ed ſince laſt Year on our Clabes 1 am 
ſorry ta find they have been ſo ill. pro- 
tected. but as it ſhall not be the ſab- 
ject of this Letter to point out defects in 
ü — former Adminiſtration any further 
than they are abſolutely neceſſary to guide 
us like Landmarks, in avoiding Shoals - 
and dangerous Coafts ; ſo I ſhall wave 
diſcuſſing the Cauſes of our late Ill ſuc- 
cels, where they can be no wile uſeful to 
our future Conduct. But an obſervation 
cannot be paſſed over in this Place, which 
is, that tardy and ſtarved Meaſures may 
be reckoned the principal ſources of the 

Misfortunes of the inglorious Year 1756. 
Theſe, then let us particularly avoid, and 
as his Majeſty has graciouſly and judici- 


ouſly told his Parliament, I rely on your - 


* Wiſdom, that you will prefer more vi- 
s porous Efforts (though attended with a 
arge Expence) to a leſs effectual, and 
therefore leſs frugal plan of War,” let us 
not ſtint our Meaſures withaview of ſaving 
a few Thouſand Pounds, when by the 
erpending them we may attain at preſent, 
what hereafter, may coſt. us as . many 

Millions, 


ä (39) 
Millions, —and which ING be nan 


4 W Ws: SEE 


[With this Yin: than. we . ſhould os. 

on. the one Hand, grudge any neceſſary 
7 Expence for the Security of our American 
Poſſeſſions, or ſhould, we: on the other, ' 
laviſh away any Money needleſſly, though 
the Meaſure might carry with it the Ap- 
pearance of Efficacy. But. inſtead of 
200, ooo and odd Pounds, which were | 
granted for America laſt Year, if two Mil- |. 
lions had been granted, and Ofwwego had 
been ſtill i in our Poſſeſſion, - and Crown» 

Point taken, we ſhould have been Gainers 

by the Balance; but as it turned out not 

only all that Money was loſt, but our 1 

Poſſeſſions, our Soldiers, and the Time 

that we ſhould have employed in defeating 

the French Schemes, deſtroying the Chain 

of Forts they were building to circumſcribe 

our Colonies, and making ourſelyves a Way 

into the Indians Country to traffick with 

Wan and Bain their Alliance. en n 


In 9 to rcd the Artifices of de 


aging Men, and ſuch there may | be, n 
the 


£ FT $7 A+ 1 = 
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the Colonies, who may have an Intereſt of 
protracting the War, as long the Remit- 
tances for the Support of Troops paſs 
through their Hands; for we have had 
ſeveral Hints of this Kind already; and the 
Siege of Cape Breton, it is faid, furniſhed 
ſome ſtriking Examples of the Avidity of 
ſome New England Agents, with Regard 
to Old England's Money: With a View 
of entirely preventing any ſuch Deceit, 
and of keeping the labouring People to 
their Work in the Colonies, it would be 

prudent to ſend over a ſufficient Number 
of Forces, with thoſe Regulars that are 
there already to oppoſe the French Regus 
lars, and engage as many Indians in our 
Service as may be neceſſary to make Head 

againſt their Judians; for regular Troops, 
or even Provincials, that will not ſubmit to 
the Indian Manner of ſwamp Fighting, 
can never Fae? oy IONS 6 4 
0 Bel 


| Tris faid ar tes over Ten Thou- 
6nd Men this Spring to reinforce the 
Troops under Lord Loudon; a leſs Num- 


(92) 
but uf Three Thouſand Highlanders chat 
ane to be zaifed upon thisOccalion; ſurely ' 
we cannot. ſpare Seven Thauſhnd more 
the Froaps in Great Britain to be ſent to 
Aneriru; as our Han vuerian and Hgſſian 
Auxiliaries, ate to tarry here nodonger 
than the/latter End g 3 there+ 


as many S-. weng Bae hich nude 
be effected at a very reaſonable Rate; not- 

_ withſtanding'the | War that is lighting up 
upon the Continent, ſince the ptincipal 
of the Cantons have refulved to have 
their Subjects remain Neater as to the 
Continental War, which in all Appear - 
ance: will prove a Religious one, and 
therefore might be of dangerous conſe- 
quence to the Cantons of different 
perſuaſions. If a] ſufficient Number of 

5,-could::mot be engaged, which it 

Sn wiſhed might, on Account of 
their Knowledge of Arms, and Power 
of bearing Fatigue ; ſuppoſe the deficiency 
were to be drawn from the Palatines and 
Other German W -now inhabiting 
the Provitce" of ' Ponfelvannia and 
bed buns of this „ 
77 or 
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for the greater part Quakers, ind preach 
up the Doctrine of Non Reſiſtance, they 
ſhould, if they have any Defire of being 

protected and remain in Quietneſs, at 
leaſt pay thoſe who fight their Battles; 
by which means à ſufficient Number of 
cheſs Emigrants might be maintained for 
the public Service without beiog at any 
Charge to the Government; for it would | 


be unreaſonable for a Perſon who occu- 


pies as much Land as any forty can Till 
cc. not to ſupport four for the Protection 
of i it. However it is abſolutely neceflary 
that the Army under Lord Loudon ſhould 
be reinforced very early next” Spring, and 
as the Scotch Batallions will hot be ſuffici- 
ent, and it were better and more agree: 
able to the People to ſend Fo oreigners to 


Anericà to fight gur Battles, than bring 
them here to'remain Idle” and breed A 


Famine; if a ſufficient Number of Swiſs 
caunot be procured, the Palatines in 
America might make up' the Deficiency, 
or an equivalent Number of .Scorch (over 
and above the two Batallioꝑs) be ſent, and 
if the Army under Lord Loudon ean be 


n to 20000 Regulars by the laſt 


<1 a of 
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of May next, they, with the Indians in 


our Alliance, would bid fair for taking 
_ Crown Point by the End of June. 

But let it be remembered, that without 
this Reinforcement arrives in America, 
and joins the Army before the French, at 
Croun- Point, can be ſufficiently ſtrengthen- 
ed from Europe, to make head againſt us, 
all our hopes of the next Campaign, by 
Land, may be laid aſide, ſince if we do not 


ſucceed at Crown-Point, and the French 
+ ſhould penetrate but as far as Albany, 


they would bid fair to alarm the out 
Settlers, who would not hefitate to fly to 
the Eaſtern Parts. But not to permit my 
Imagination to bewilder itſelf any further 
with ſuch a diſagreeable Scene, I will 
believe the preſent Adminiſtration prudent 
enough to prepare, and have ſuch a 
Number of Forces ready to embark by the 
End of March at fartheſt, which ſhould 
be the longeſt Term permitted for their 
tarrying on this fide the Atlantic. 
Then let me remind you, Sir, to be 
particularly careful what Contractors 
you engage with, what Superintendents 7; 
you employ, for ſuch another Ignorant 
Embark- 


- &# 


4 
Embarkation and Expedition, as that of 


luaſt Year to America, will not only go 


near to Ruin, or rather give up to 
the French, all our Colonies; but even ſo 
far exhauſt the public Treaſure, by means 
of a Prolongation of the preſent War, 
(which can never be terminated to our 
Advantage, unleſs we ſucceed in America, 
and which however ſucceſsful in Europe, 
cannot recompenſe the Loſs of a ſingle 
Colony in America) that our National 
Debt may be increaſed from 85 Millions 
to 170 Millions, without our reaping one 
ſingle Advantage from i to the Public, 
— ſome private Fortunes indeed may 

be made. If theſe Contractors are to be 
paid for 100,000 Truſſes of Straw, at 
an extravagant Rate to be ſent to America, 
which will be rotten before they arrive 
there, where any- Quantity may be had 
for little or nothing — If the Embarkation 
is defer'd for Three Months after every 
thing is ready, becauſe the Remittances 
cannot be made immediately, to pay the 
Troops in America a Year's Pay, and 
which ſome principal Officers may chuſe to 
have the Fingering of before they ſet out, 
71 1 
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pa ſay Sir, if any ſuch Impoſition, ; 

or - Impediment, ſhould encreaſe the Ex- 

| pence of, or obſtruct our Spring Expedition 

to America, the People will on the one 

hand have reaſon to Comprun' on 
the other to Mourn. 

But theſe are only meant as Hints, not 
as Predictions, and I hope they will not 
be without their uſe. Therefore I ſhall 
indulge myſelf with a Profpe& of proper 
Meaſures in America, and they crowned 
with Succeſs ſo far as to our being Maſters of 
Lake Champlain, which ſhould - be 
ſecured tous by ſome Armed Ships thereon, 
as well as a ftrong Fort, if Crown-Point 
ſhould be too much demoliſhed, or found 
inſufficient for the Protection of the 
Lakes 57. Sacrement, and Champlain, —— 
which I believe it would not, D it 
| _—_— be well Wer eh 


Ir nal" be Aan alſo to IN 
ſome Armed ' Veſſels upon the Lakes 
Auron, and Miſtigan, and a Fort built 
near the Bay of Saguinam, upon the Lake 
Huron; and another at Miſſtouatimina, 
upon Lake Miſbigan, would be a — | 

Es ot 
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of Per g to outſelves the Navigation of 


all the great Lakes, except Ontario, and 
Superior, the Firſt of which might be 
wreſted from the French, by ſeizing 
Ofzvego, and the other ſupplied if it ſhould 
be found neceflary. If our Efforts could 
be fo far crowned with Succeſs, we muſt 
imagine that the French would ſoon give 
up- all their forged Claims upon our 
American Poſſeſſions, then we might ex- 
ecute a farther Plan of gaining over to 
our Intereſt, the principal if not all the 
Indian Nations, for as we can furniſh them 
with what Commodities they require, at 
a cheaper Rate than the French, they 
would not frequent the French Markets, 
but then perhaps we might not gain 
their Confidence and their real Alliance, 
_ (inſtead of their pretended) — therefore 
the beſt Method -to gain this, would be 
by giving Premiums to ſuch Engh/b as 
would intermarry with the Indians, then 
they would by their own natural Ties, be 
rivited to our Intereſt, as it would make 
part-of their own. But prior to this we 
ſhould be particularly careful not to leave 
any of our Indian Allies, inthe Lurch at the 


End 
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End of the War, for otherwiſe they might 
afterwards behave towards us, as they did 
towards the French in 1702, when War 
breaking. out between us, and the French, 
all the Artifices that the French Miſſiona- 
ties could practiſe, were inſufficient to 
excite the Iadians to take Arms againſt us ; 
which was owing to the ill uſage of the 
French, at the Treaty of Ryſivicł, who 
then left the [dans to ſhift for themſelves, 


Bronx I quit the Subject of North 
America, I am induced to take Notice of 
the uſefulneſs of a Fort or two being 
erected, and a Garriſon maintained near 
the Je of Quirpon, or the Bay of 'Mopluo, 
on the and of Newfoundland, fince fatal 
experienced has convinced us that the French 
have found a Paſſage by the Streights of 
Bellei/le, for a large Squadron; as by this 
Means they might be prevented rendering 
this Paſſage of any Uſe to them for the 
future, ſince it appears that only one or 
two Ships of any conſiderable Force can 
paſs or repaſs this way at a Time, ſo that 
our Forts would block up this Paſſage 
while a Fleet ſo Stationed as Admiral 

| Beſcawen's 
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Boſcawen's was in 1755, would make fare 
of the French Fleet, between Cape Raye, 
and the and of St. Paul. Perhaps ſome 
other Fortifications upon the Southern Coaſt 
of Newfoundland, as well as many Im- 
provements in the interior Parts of the 
Nand, would tend not only to the Security, 
but alſo to the Advantage of that important 
Fiſhery ; but as I conſider theſe Improve- 
ments fitter to be thought of in a time of 
Tranquility than at preſent, I ſhall not 
inſiſt upon any other Operations, being 
abſolutely neceſſary at this Time at Ne- 
foundland, than the erecting a ſufficient 
Number of Forts, to Command the 
Streights of Belle;fle —— this will be 
abſolutely Neceſſary, fince it will appeat 
in the ſequel of this Treatiſe, that we can 
never keep a Squadron of proper Force 
upon the North American Station, for 
Cenvoys Coaſtwiſe, and the impeding of 
any conſiderable. French Squadron, both 
by the paſſage between Cape Breton, and 
the Southern part of. Newfoundland, — 
by 0 121 En of 


'WuriLs 


tw? 


Wall z we are thus buſied with North 
Anerica, let us not forget other Objects, 
of great Importance, for ſuch muſt ever 


be our Ve Indian Mandi, on account of 


the great Revenue and ſaving that 
accrue. from thence: by their Sugar, 
Molaſſes, Rum, Cotton, and we might 
add if properly cultivated (particularly on 
the Mand of Barbadoes) Indigo, Piemento, 


Oranges, Limes, Citrons, Pomegtanets, 


Guavas, Plantines, Cocoa-Nuts, India- 


PFiggs, Prickle-Pears, Melons; Cc. But 


although we have been alarmed for ſome 
conſiderable Time, with the Deſigns of the 


French upon the Mand of Jamaica, that 


ſo much envied Spot! we have not yet 
ſent any Force to oppoſe what Attempt our 


Enemies may chuſe to make upon it; and 


which according to the beſt Accounts, 
there is neither Force by Land or Sea, to 


oppoſe. But if Jamaica, is in great Danger 


from the French, at St. Domingo, who 
would be glad of an Opportunity ot ſeizing 
it, if it were only to preſent His Catholic 
Majeſty with it, in order to intice him to 
join his Arms with thoſe of France againſt 


us, 
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what muſt our Leeward Iſlands be, when 
we confider the French are now in actual 
Poſſeſſion of Dominica, St. Lucia, St. 
Vincent, and Tobago, which ſhould be 
neutral Iſlands ? Tobago, is not above 40 
Leagues from Barbadbes, which at this Time 
is in a very feeble Condition, on account 
of the decay of all the principal Fortifications 
of that Iſland; and if they were to ſeize 
upon this and Antigua, which is not im- 
probable when we conſider the Smallneſs 
of our Fleet in the Leeward Iflands, and 
the want of Repairs in the Fortifications 
of Engliſh Harbour, would not St. Chrifto-" 

her s, Montſerrat, Nevis, and the ſmaller 


finds to the Weſtward of them, 


neceſſarily fall into their hands? and then if 
Jamaica were in Security, it would be of 
no Uſe to us, as not a ſingle Merchantman, 
could paſs or repaſs to it, without a 
Convoy ſuperior to the Naval Power of 
France. So that it evidently appears, if 
we leave the French in the quiet Poſſeſſion 
of the neutral Iſlands, we ſhall run great 
Riſk. of loſing all our Vſt-India Trade. 
But on the other hand, if we ſend a 


Bader n to 9 our own Iſlands, 


and 


642) 
and drive the Frenchfromtheir Uſurpations, 
at Daminica, St. Lucia, St. Vincent, and 
Tobago, we may not only. poſſeſs ourſelves 
of thoſe Iſlands, but fave conſiderable. 
Sums, that muſt neceſſarily. be employed 
in ſuperiot Convoys, if they continue there, 
even without attacking our Colonies ; and. 
in the End prevent any future Squabbles, 
at a Time of Peace making, nn 
n N 15 


f 11 we | ſhould diva the ed 8 to- 
ſucceed, in diſpoſſeſſing the French from 
theſe Iſlands, it will be neceſſary to keep 
a- ſufficient Squadron Stationed here for 
their Protection, when. Overtures . of 
Peace may be made, or even after. it's 
Concluſion; far we may remember that 
in the very Interval between the Ceſſation 
of Arms in 'Europe, and the Ratification 
of the Treaty of Utretbt,the Frexchequiped 
and ſent grivately a Squadron with Troops 
on board; to - invade, take and deſtroy. 
the Britiſb Caribee lends, as the envied 
Rivals of the French Sugar Trade. Antigua 
was to have been the firſt Sacrifice, as 


. Advantageous to the 


k Engliſh, WE 


1 

Engliſh, on Account of it's er 
Harbours and Situation in the Track of Na- 
vigation to the other Leeward: Ildands, as 
alſoto Jamaica. But this Expedition failed; 
we may attribute the Fruſtration of it to 
the Vigilance of the Inhabitants, as well 
as to ſome lucky Incident— for our Naval 
Armament was no wiſe, concerned in 

oppoſing it. But the Vengeance that 
failed being wreaked upon Antigue, fell 
upon Meoniferrat, and here Mr. Caſart, 
who was Commander in chief of this 
French . Enterpriſe, ſpread ſo much 
Deſolation that the poor Inhabitants feel to 
this Hour, the unhappy Effects of our 
not being prepared in that Quarter with a 
formidable Exgliſſt Squadron. If we were 
not ſufficiently appriſed at this Time of 
the Addreſs of the French, of making 
Incroachments upon our Territories, 
particularly in North America, to warn us 
againſt them for the future, I ſhould re- 
commend a ſtrict Eye, to their not ſetting 
Foot again in the (now) Neutral Iſlands, 
by Artiſice, if they could not hy Force. 
But we are no longer blinded by 


n of this (Kind, and if we 
ſhould 


N (44) | 
mould be happy enough to add Dominica, 
St. Lucia, St. Vincent, and Tobago, to 
our other Poſſeſſions in the Veſt- Hidies, 
we ſhall, it's to be hoped, never loſe them 
N by Or Incroachments. ' 


To aiſle our r Sagt Colonies in the 
Abſtract, is to conſider the Anatomy of 
the Body without the Circulation of the 
Blood. The Vitals of our Weft-Indian 
| Iſlands are our African Settlements; if 
through Neghgence, Caprice, wrong applied 
Parſfimony, or Ignorance; theſe ſhould ever 
| happen to be loſt —'our Sugar Colonies 
are no more. This is of ſo notorious a 
Nature, that every Act of Parliament, 
which has been paſſed for Extending or 
Improving out Trade to Africa," has 
recited in the Preamble, the great Advan- 
tage of the Trade to Africa, for ſupplying 
the Plantations and Colonies thereunto 
belonging, with a ſufficient Number of 


re 1 * 


Thus it appears, then, that all our Efforts 
forthe Security or extentof our Weft-Indian 
| pag: however they may promiſe fair 


for 
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for rivalling the French in the Sugar Trade 
(that vaſt Commerce !) will be of no 
Avail, without we can properly defend 
our Settlements upon the Coaſt of Africa, 
and prevent the French continuing their 
Incroachments upon our Rights there, 
which they have already begun upon the 
Coaſt of Guinea; for theugh we have been 
paſſeſſed of the Trades particularly on the 

Gold Coaſt, Whydeah, and Gambia, up- 
wards of Eighty Vears, the French 
are daily undermining us there, ſo that 
if by open Force they do not exclude 
us from all Trade to Africa, they 
will at leaſt by degrees worm us out of it, 
as they have already done upon the Gum 
Coaſt; if we do not immediately take ſuch 
ſalutary Meaſures, as may effectually 
fruſtrate this long and deep laid Deſign of 
the French; and as this appears a Matter 
of ſo much Importance, I ſhall examine 
it with ſome Particularity. 


The firſt Exgliſſʒ Ships ſent to Africa 
on account of Trade, was about the Year 
1553, from that Time the Trade to that 
n was carried on by private Fade 


n 

till the Tear 2768; when Queen Eüza- 
beth, by het Letters Patent, conſtituted a 
Company for the more effectual carrying 
on the ſaid Commerce, which was at that 
Time only for Gold, Elephants Teeth, and 
| Malaquette ; for the Engliſh, not then hav- 
ing any Settlements in the gf Indies, had 
no Occaſion for Slaves. In the Reigns of 
James, and Charles I. the, Company was 
greatly encouraged ;. but the Dutch hav- 
ing in-the Year 1637 taken ſcveral Forts 
on the Coaſt of Africa, they committed 
great Depredations on the Engiiſb, in or- 
der to oblige-them to leave off trading to 
that Part of the World. King Charles 
II. being apprized of this Behaviour 
of the Dutch, the better to enable his 
Subjects to carry on the ſaid Trade, againſt 
che unjuſt Pretenſions and Uſurpations of 
theſe . by his Letters Patent 
of the toth of January 1662, he in» 
corporated a Body of Merchants, by the 
Title of the Company of Royal Adven- 


turers of e es to 2 


The Subſcriptions = carrying on this 


precarious Trade not anfwering the Ex- 
8 


7 
pectation of the Merchants incorporated 


by this Patent, their Affairs ſoon became 
in a very embarraſſed Situation, and they 
were involved in great Debts and Difficul- 

ties, by which they were rendered inca- 
pable of continuing their Trade in an ad- 
vantageous Manner; in conſequence of 
which" they agreed for a certain Sum of 
Money, to ſarrender their Charter to the 
Crown, and to aſſign all their Eſtates and 
Effecte, both at home and abroad, to cer- 
tain Merchants, who intended to erect a 

new Company, for the more effectual 
carrying on the Frade to Africa. Purſu- 
ant to this Agreement, the King, having 
aceepted of the Surrender of the ſaid Char- 
ter, did, by his Letters Patent of the 27th 
of September, 1672, incorporate the late 
Royal African Company, with a Power to - 
trade in Africa, from the Port of Saller 
to the Cape f Good Hope, during the 
Term of a thouſand Tears, excluſive of al 
his other Subjects. 


. 


The Company, by Virtue of this Royal a 
_ Grant, made a conſiderable Progreſs in 
—_ Forts, and ſettling Factories; but 

| their 


n 
their Trade being laid open by Patliament 
in the Year 1697, they were rendered un- 
able to ſupport the ſaid Forts, wherefore 
it was enacted, that all private Traders to 
Africa "ſhould pay 10 per Cem. to the 
Company for the Privilege of trafficking 
upon that Coaſt. From the Vear 1713 to 
1730, whilſt the Company had no Allow- 
ance from the' Public, | for the Support of 
their Forts and Settlements, private Tra- 
ders made great Fortunes, while the Com- 
pany, not without ſome Miſatanagement, 
funk under the weight of their Burthen, 
inſomuch that they were obliged to apply 
to Patliament for. Relief, who. — 
os. a Year till Mart 
3 Fol erna . | |; 
Feed that Period to 1749, the Affaire 
of that Company were entirely at a Stand, 
no Grant having been made for three 
| Years, and the Company were indebted 
' 130, O00 U, their Forts and Caſtles in a ru- 
inous Condition, their Credit and — 
tation loſt. 


Abe 12917 
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At this Time * ese 
Trade to Africa into Conſideration, and 
* 4111 | e a X an 


| ( 49.) 

an Act was paſſed in Conſequence, 4: 
which it was enacted, -** That all his Ma- 
© jeſty's Subjects, who ſhall trade to or 
from any of the Ports or Places of Affricu, 
g between Cape Blanco, and the Cape of 
Good Hope, ſhall for ever after be a Body 
* Corporate and Politic, in Name and in 
„ Deed, by the Name of The Company ef 
« Mel trading to Africa, and by the 
e ſame Name ſhall have perpetual Succeſ- 
« fon, and ſhall have a common Seal; 
and by that Name ſhall and may fue, 
* and be ſued, and do any other A&, 
Matter, and Thing, which any. other 
« Body Corporate or Politic, as ſuch, can 
e or may lawfully do. That it 
« ſhall not be lawful for the Company, 
« eſtabliſhed by this Act, to trade to or 
e from Africa, in their Corporate or Joint 
« Capacity, or to have any joint or branſ- 
« ferrable Stock, or to batrom or take up 
any. dum or Sums of Money on their 
Common Seal.” —* That the Direction 
and Management of the Adfairs ofthe 
« ſaid : Company hereby eſtabliſhed, ſhall 
be in and by'a Committe of Nine Per- 
« ſons, to be choſe annually, as hereaf- 
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ec ter is mentioned, who are to meet and 
s afſemble together, from Time to Time, 
as often as ſhall be neceſſary, at ſome 
- © Place in the City of London, and the 
*.Committee-men' for the Time being, 
e or any five or more of them, or the ma- 
I jor Part ſo aſſembled, all from and after 
the thirtieth Day of June, 17 50, have 
full Power, from Time to Time, to 
make Orders for the governing, main- 
'« taining, preſerving, and improving the 
1 «Forts and Factorics already built, wit n- 
1 in the Limits aforeſaid; and to appoint 
Governors, Deputy-Governors, or any 
* other Officers, Civil or Military, of or 


**-for the ſaid Forts and Settlements, and 
be them to remove and diſplace when they 


« ſhall ſee fit; and to make Orders and Re- 
ce. gulations for the better Government of 
et the ſaid Officers and Servants abroad, 
t and to take Security from them for 
te their good Behaviour, and for their 
e paying due Obedience to the Regula- 
7 <« tions eſtabliſhed by this Act, and to 
« ſuch Orders and Regulations the faid 
1 Committee ſhall from Time to Time 

© think proper to make; og as no Order 


=) 
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c or Regulations, to be made be b 6 (aid. 
Committee, ſhall tend to ng any Re- 
<« ſtraint whatſoever on the ſaid Trade or 


Traders to or from Africa, contrary to 
« the true Intent and Meaning. of this 


Act. The Freemen by this Act are 
to pay 40 s. for their Freedom, who are 
to elect the Nine Members of the Com- 
mittee, three of whom are to be of Lon- 
don, three of Briftol, and three of Liver- 
pool. By this Act it is alſo enacted, © That 
< the ſaid Committee ſhall and may from 
< Time to Time, inveſt ſuch Part of the 
« Money in their Hands as they . ſhall 
e judge neceſſary in the Purchaſe of 
< Goods, and Stores, which after the ſame 
« are inſured, which they are hereby 
« impowered and required to procure to 
ebe done, are to be ſent and exported to 
2 Africa, there to be fold, diſpoſed of, 
* and applied for the ſole Uſe, Preſerva- 
« tion, and Improvement of the Forts 
c and Settlements there, and for the Pay- 
ment of the Salaries and Wages to the 
Officers, and other Perſons employed 
« for keeping and preſerving the ſaid 
0 F orts and Settlements, and not otherwiſe: 
cc But 


1 
« But it ſhall not be lawful for the ſaid 
«+ Committee tocarry or cauſe to be carried 
« oy exported from Africa, any Negroes or 
* other Goods, in return for the ſaid 
6 Goods they mall ſo export from Great 
« Britain, or in any other Manner to 


40 carry on any Trade to or from Africa. 
& That the ſaid Committee, out of the 


ec! Monies pe ſhall receive, ſhall deduct 
on * annually a um, not exceeding the Sum 
ec of eight Hundred Pounds, for defray- 
4e ing in the firſt Place, the Salaries of 
their Clerks, and Agents at London, 
& Briftol and Liverpool. The Houſe Rent 
of their Office in London, and all other 
4 Charge s of Management, Commiſſion, 
« fr 7 in England, and the Relidue 
44 f — Eight Hundred Pounds ſhall 
« be ſhared and divided among themſelves, 
«as they ſhall dach proper, as a Com- 
50 penſation for their Trouble and Attend- 

* ance in the faid Office of Committee | 
Men; and the reſt of the Mopies which 


ee the fd Committee ſhall receiye for tha 


«© AJmiſfion of Perſons into the Freedom 
« of the ſaid Company, ſhall be applied 
* * ml: Sip wholly | to the Main- 

a -* * © tainance, 


( 
e tainance, Support and Improvement of 


- * the Forts and Settlements already: built, 


<« or, which hereafter. ſhall be built on the 
« Coaſt of Africa, which ſhall he in tha 
te Poſſeſſion of the faid Company; and 
ce for keeping them in good Repair; and 
** for. providing Ammunition, and ather 
«© Stores, and Officers and Soldiers to de- 
* fend the ſame; and fot paying the ſaid 
Officers and Soldiers; and to and * 
EC mai Uſe hatt ue. 00g 813 


Thus the old Royal African "VL | 


was aboliſhed, having received in gonſe- 
quence. of a Reſolution of the Houſe of 
Commons of the 28th of January 17 ga. 
the Sum of 112,142), 34. a8 2 full 

Compenſation for their . Lands, 
Forts, Caſtles, Slayes, Militery:\Stores, 
Books, Papers, and all other Effects hat- 
ever, to be applied us follows: 84,65 l. 


125, 7d. to ſatisfy. the ſeveral -Creditors . 
16951. 3s. to the Commiſſioners appoints | 


ed to examine and ſtate the Creditors 


Claime ; 236881.” 155, gd. to ſatisfy ſuch | 


of the. Proprietors of African transferable 

Stock, as were poſſeſt of the ſame on 
| the 
W | 


— 
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the gift of December 1748, being ro per 
Cent. and 2105). 125. 3d. to fatisfy ſuch 


Proprietors as were poſſeſſed of Stock ſince 


preg _ the Rate of g per 
We Ki 


N. 


: PETS the” Year 1749, the Pekament 


has granted every Vear the Sum of 


10, 00. ſexceꝑting the Years 17 50, 1753 
and 175 5, When 16000“. were granted) 
for the Support and Repair of their Forts 
and 1 «xr the Coaſt f Mica. 


38 is now Ou to inder i in 8 con- 
duion theſe Forts really are, and whether 
they could oppoſe an attack made by our 
powerful Enemy the French, as there is 
too much Reaſon to apprehend they are 
upon the Point of making by a Fleet, 
which lately ſail d from Breſi; whilſt, as 
I am informed, we have not three Men 
of War woe the er Ooaſt to pro- 
des n N 


121. Juanes Ber in wb River Cabin, 
| though mounted with 36 Guns is not able 
do reſiſt any European Enemy. © 

2. Amna- 


L 


y 
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2. Annamabo Fort not yet finiſhed. 


3. Tantumquerry Fort, ol Not able to 


13 Guns. | make any 
4. Winnebab Fort, of 16) reſiſtance to 
Guns. an Europe- 


5. Accra Fort, of 36 Guns. _ an Enemy. 
6. Wydah Fort, formerly of 35 * 


but now deſerted. 


7. | Commenda Fort, of * . 


Guns. 


In general 
8. Succondee Fort, of 29. pp 
Guns. outof Re- 


9. Dixcove Port, of 30 
Guns. 


10. ce Coof cor. of 40 cb” 1415 
Guns. In a State of 
11. 2 Royal, of 12 | Defence 


1 Tower, of 5 4 | 
N | | Natives in 
EA. 8 of | Awe. 

5 Guns. N 


By this Account, which I do not pre- 
tend to publiſh as authentic, but which 
was given me by a Perſon trading to the 
Coaſt, who * came from thence, and 

- who 
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who could have no view im deceiving me; 
it appears that notwithftandmyg our thitteen 
Forts, a'Fleet of only Eight Men of War 
could drive all the Eng /iÞ from Africa, 
| by which our Sugar. Colonies would be 
ruined, from whetice we ſhould then 
get no Sugar, Rum, Mclaffes, Cotton, 
Ginger and Aloes, in return for our 
Woollen and other Manufactures ſent from 
here, which pay Duties ta the Crown; 
and which alfo they furniſh to our North 
American Settlements, in return for Ship- 


ping, Horſes, © Boards, Staves,.. Hoops, ; 


Lumber, Timber for Building, Fiſh, 
Bread, Bacots;: Corn, "Flour, and other | 
Platitafioni Neceſſaries; — fot then, by 
means of the French, ingroſling the Slave 
Trade, (and with it that of Blephant's 
Teeth, Gums, Dye - woods, Drugs, Bees- 
War, Gold, Ge) upon che Coaſt of A. 
frica, they would ruin our. Sugar Colo- 
ny Planizre,” and furniſh all the fo- 
= Markens, as. well as our own, with 
Sugar, Which, by "the fame. Means, and, 
riew 1 they did, '6ll M wich, 
1 Bo A 
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A Matter of ſuch great Importance, to 
have ſlipt the Obſervation of the late 
M————=ry, may perhaps be not ſo ex- 
traordinary ; as its eſcaping your Atten- 
tion, Sir, only for one Seſſion of Parlia- 
liament ; fince the Method of ſecuring 
our Poſſeſſions upon the Coaſt of Africa, 
appears to me, to only demand a ſmall 
Squadron of Men of War being ſtati- 
tioned there, and proper Funds for the 
. Repair and Support of the Forts already 
erected, and rendering them fit to oppoſe 
any Enemy, as well as the Natives; for 
it cannot be ſurprizing that they ſhould. be 
in ſo defenceleſs a. Situation, when only 
10,0000, a Year. has been paid for their 
Maintenance; (except threeYears 16,000/.) 
fince the Conftitation of the new Com- 
pany; when the Royal 4Afican Company 
eſtimated at a Time they were 130,000 /. 
in Debt, and had no Hopes of a Parliamen - 
tary Support, that their Forts could not 
be kept upon a reſpectable Footing under 
e e 2 f. 6 d. a Year, according to 
e N u - Dry | 
can 41 reg? & 4 | 
1 00 
cu. ae,. 
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Anuamaboe {confider-\ n 
ing the great Expence 
we have lately been at, V1 
for the zrebuilding it 91196 12 06 
and which is unfiniſh/ . 9 
ſhould. at _—_ * . 3 
rated higher). OY ec Mag 
" Tamtumauerry, Wc 651 12 06 
_ Hannebak, . 10 898 12 ob. 
e, 194 1530 5458 85. 
N Its SAA 02 4” *oþ 
N 6 Wm 1008. o 06 
Dine, ds 13056 O2 „06. 


ran o og 9 
een at Gambia 4242 2 06, 
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A 00 
* in 7 to > —5 a Sum, ſuffici- 
cient far the Maintenange' of; theſe. Forts 
and Settlements, it will be neceſſary for 
the Parliament to make a yearly, additi- 
onal Grant of at leaſt 10, 900 4. 2 6,6 d. 
which Expence can never be put in Com- 
petion with the Advaitages reſulting 
from this Trade; and of which there is 
mach greater Redl ma, than at uny 


. other 


— 


f 
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other Time, to be particularly careful; 


ſince if the Event of the French Arma- 
ments ſent to Africa ſhould not. turn out 
to our Diſadvantage (which, can Hardly 
be hoped, without we diſpatch à Nad 
dron there immediately, or reinforce that 
in the Meſt Indies, in ſuch a Manner as 
to enable it to detach a Number of Ships 
upon the Coaſt of Africa, without weaken. 
ing itſelf, ſo as toriſk all dur Sugar Iſlands 
their Plan of purſuing this Commerce, 
by the great Encouragement given to it 
above any other Branch of Trade, in 


order ,to benefit their Sugar Colonies, 
which by this Means ſupply almoſt all 
Europe with this Corhinodithy! by the 


Advantages they have at home, and the 
large Price they ſell their Negtoes for, 
(which is much more than any Britiſb 
Subjects can get for theirs) muſt in the End 
(without we exert ourſelves, as well by 

oper Encouragement to the Traders, as in 
ſupporting and improving our Forts ariel 
| Settlements upon the Coaſt, which ſhould 


be property guarded by our maritime Force, 
to avoid Surprize in the Interim) prevail; 


and they muſt rival us in the Slave, 
#3 Gum, 


r bo ) 
Gum, Gold, and Etephant Tooth Trades, 
if not drive us from the Coaſt itſelf, and, 
by a neceſſary Conſequence, manopolize | 
the whole Sugar Trade; by which they 
will not only ruin our Colonies, bid fair 
for ſuppor porting all their unwarrantable 
| Galle upon our North - American Settle- 
ments, but at the ſame Time drain this 
Kingdom, and that of Ireland, of 
. x38 300. annually, our Exports included, 
for hat ſhould be our own Commodities 
Im Sugars. 
. 


"thi will 101 18 exagearated, 0 | 
we conſider. the real Situation of 


| the Forts upon the.Coaſt, the Addreſs of 
the 15 in inticing the. Natives into 
their Intereſt; and the Advantages given 
by them both in the Slave and mo 
Trade — for Inſtance, the French exempt 
one half of their Duties on Sugar, and 
and all other American Products, taken 
in Exchan ge for Negroes, carried to 
their wee in Ae, 


1 
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If it ſhould be judged that this is a 
Time not fit to encreaſe any Annual 
Grants, when the Support of the War 
demands ſo much, and we have as yet 
not found ways and Means -for the extra- 
ordinary Supplies it will require this Year; 
a Means might be found of procuring the 
African Company what deficiency there 
is in theirannual Grant, by repealing in part 
th: Clauſe of the Act of their Inſtitution 
which enacts. That the ſaid Committee 
„ ſhall and may from Time to Time inveſt 
part of the Money in their Hands, as 
they ſhall judge neceſlary in the purchaſe 
* of Goods and Stores, but it ſhall not 
ebe lawfull for the faid Committee 
“ to carry, or cauſe to be carried, or 
te exported from Africa, any Negroes, " 
Sc. | For if they were permitted to pur- 
chaſe, Slaves with the Money in their Hands 
in exchange for Goods and Stores, before 
they applied it to the Payment of Salaries, 
&c. They might find a Means of 
doubling the Sum Granted, by which 
they would require no additional Supply 
from the Government, which would th 
& | 11 my 
t See p. 51 and 52. 
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my hnmble Opinion, be a Means of 
— the Negrge Trade, and 
terminate to the Advantage of our Sugar 
Colonies. For by this Means the Traders 


upon the Coaſt might be furniſhed without 


loſs of time with the beſt Negroes (thoſe 
of the Gold Coaſt, and Whydah,) and 
the Planters would never be impoſed up- 
on with the worſt, (which are reckon d 
thoſe of Calalar Congo, Angolo, &c. ): Ang 
as thoſe of the Gold Coaſt and Yhyarh, 


are the only proper Negroes, for the pre- 
ſervation of our Sugar Colonies, the 


Company ſhould be compell d to purchaſe 
no other, to be ſold at a fixed price, allow - 
ing 2 per Cent, for Agency, and.; the 
Liberty of ſending them upon their on 
Account, after having kept them during 

a limited Time upon the Coaſt i for Sale, 
__ Weſt Indian Uands.;. 4 #65 v3 
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57 have. made many more Obtervaone 


ö 8 our Weſt Indian and African Trades; 


but as theſe are the moſt Material for their 


immediate Security, and as the delaying 


their PyÞliggHen would admit of no Ex- 


| cuſe; ſince the Avenues to a perſonal 


5 Con- 
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Conference with all great Men, are ald 
ways ſo impeded as to permit nothing that 
has the reſemblance of a Schemiſt to 
arrive at their preſence: I have for the 
preſent contented myſelf with addreſſing 
theſe Pages through this Channel, to you, 
Sir; If I find that any of my Hints have 
been improved, or my Rematks' turned 
to the Advantage of this Nation, T may 
be induced at a proper time, to dedicate 
to you, Sir, what I have at preſent ſup- 
pteſſed, as taking up too great a compaſs, 
and by that means preventing what I have 
now ſet before you appearin g, in time. 
However, I have thought it eſſential to 
lay before you the following Diſpoſition of 
our Naval Armament; as alſo the ſub- 
joined Remarks upon our Taxes, and 
the Schemes propoſed for raiſing the ex- 
| oak Wag ped, of hy current TO: 


- In order to cure d our Colonies Aead. 
and this Kingdom from any Attacks of the 
| Enemy by Sea, protect our Trade, and 
© annoy” theirs,” it will be neceſſary to have 

ſome ſettled regular Plan of ſtationing as 
well our Fleets as Convoys; that by the 


firſt 
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firſt our Poſſeſſions may never be naked; 
and by the ſecond, that our Merchant- 
men need not be obliged to make great De- 
lays in tarrying for Convoys, and by that 
means loſe the Markets for. their Cargoes ; 

and at the fame Time run the Riſque of 
their being ſpoilt, if periſhable e 
dities; or unprotected brave the Enemy's 
Cruizers, and fre equeritly loſe all. I fay, 
| in order to prevent theſe fatal Conſequen- 
ces, it will be neceflary to have a ſettled 
Number of Ships employed to fecure our 
Colonies, which ſhould be regularly and 
punctually replaced, upon any part being | 
damaged, or out of Order ; and our Con- 
voys: ſhould be fixed to certain Periods, 
when the Merchants, might be ſure of 
their Departures, and e en Wees 
een Vc Daddy 


To form A 'compe tent Idea ef what 
Number and Force theſe feveral Squa- 
drons and Convoys may conſiſt, it will 
be requiſite not only to conſider the Num- 
ber of Ships we can at any one Time 
keep in Commiſſion, and alſo fit for Ser- 
vice, and * Number of Men will be 
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68 
raquiſite for their manning; but alſo what 
Force the Enemy can reaſonably put to 
Sea, and what Squadrons ſhe muſt ne- 

ceſſarily keep in certain Deſtinations a- 
broad, to prevent our ſurpriſing her Co- 
-lonies ; as alſo. what Ships they will then 
have to ſpare for Convoys, and how, 
many can remain in their Ports. But 
as I cannot aſſume to myſelf any ſu- 
perior Knowledge to the ret of my Coun- 
trymen, either in regard to the preciſe 
Strength and State of our Fleet, any 
more than to that of the French, I ſhall 
make my Calculations, from ſuch, - 
liſhed Accounts of both, as have 

reckoned moſt authentic, an an ; which, "it 
is reaſonable to, ſuppoſe, cannot be N 
wide of the Truth, 


Our Fleet then, " conliſts, at n 
of 270 Ships, of the following Rates. 
5 of the iſt Rate, 100 Guns. 
11 of the 2d Rate, go Guns. 
53 of the zd, of 80, 74, 70, 66, 
and 64 Guns. 
69 of the ws Rate, of 66, 88, 
ind 50 Guns, F 
| - 4 9 — 48 


it | © (-66 ) 

Il! BTL, 38 of the gm Rate, al er aut lo 

91 Guns. 

50 of the 6th Rate, of 30, 24 5 

and 20 Guns; and- 

44 Sloops, beſides Fireſhips, Hehs, 
Tranſports, Smacks, Len, 
— HFulks, and , N 
hd 2 6 is atm 


f 
er 
een 7 


| „Now let üs conkider as Force of the 
Wl! 2 French Fleet, and judge by that what 
Number of theſe it will be neceſſary for 
= us to have in Commiſſion, and ready Up- 
7 on any Occaſion. 
FRENCH. FLEET. 
6 of 86 Guns. 
29 of 74 and 70 Guns. 
32 of 68, 66, 64, and 60 Guns. 
9 of 50 Guns. 
16 of 30 Guns. 
15 of 28, 26, 24, and 20 Guns. 
2 of 12 Guns. | 
5 109 gh 
Out of theſe France'muſt keep 4 Squa- 
dron in the Weft-Indits- of at leaſt 10 
of s . Men 


of 60, 1 of 50, and 1\ 


30, and 1 0f 20. 


; Indies of 6, conſiſtinge( [| |} | | 
3 of 74, 1 of 68, 1 CREATAS: 
2 of go, 1 of 30, \ |" | 


(7) 
Men of War, which we may. ſuppoſe 
will compriſe 1 of 80 Guns, 2 of 74 and 
70, 4 of 68, 66, 64, and 69 Guns, 2 
of 30 Guns, and one of 20 Guns. 


Dd» sung of 
m4 *$U0Q 07 


Ships as aboye. . 
On the Coaſt of A. 
frica,anotherof Ma) / 
of War, one of 74, 1 : 


„— — —— 
— 


— 
S 
— 


of 30 Guns. eee 
One at North- Ame- 1 

rica of 7, compoed( | 

of 2 of 74 and 70 

Guns, 3 of Go, one of . | . | . | - | 


One in the Eaſt- 4 45 


and 1 of 20 Om : it 2 | 


inde 56 4.26 | 1 6 | 9| 31513 


| bd we 2 Fes 
ſonably compute their 3 
different Convoys, at ( 17 3 J 5 2 
l : 18 of theſe Rates. | | 


TY. 


K 2 Ks 83 
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So, that according to this Computation, 
the French will ſtill have the following 
Ships in Flarbbur, ready for Expeditions, 
Vis. LINES IS” {QUE AE. e 


a | 5 of 80 Guns. 
„ of 54 and 70 Guns, 
20 of 55 66, 64, and 60 Guns. 
{ 5 of 50 Guns. | 
5 of 30 Guns. 
= 10 of 28, 26, 24, and 20 Guns, 
4 of 12 Guns, 


54 


| Now,  adcordi in 0 the foll owing Dil 
tribution of our IT "WE —— not only 
bave ſuperior Squadrons to the French, 
- ſtationed in every Place requiſite for the 
Protection of our Trade, and the Security of 
our Colonies and Settlements, as well in 
America and Africa, as in Afia ; but alſo 
7z Ships of different Rates (ſome of which 
we may ſuppoſe in Dock either building 
or repaiting) to detach as well as to rein- 
force any of the ſtationed Squadrons as 
for ſuch Expeditions as n be requiſite 
ö to 


2 LOR 
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to undertake againſt the French Colonies, 
Settlements, &c, 
2 RATES. 


' Deſtinations. 
en 


Dutch an 
Merchantmen | 
At Dea 
At the Nore I] ij 
At Chatham - r]. 
At | Portſmouth and | 
Spithead, 4 ready CI 2 


upon any Emergency {| 1 * N 
At Plymouth in the 4 ö 5 
Sound, and in the Har- 11 31 2 1 
bour of Hamoaze, al- 7 22m 
ways ready | N * bh I 
Upon the Coaſt of * : | ' 
Ireland, ſerving alſo ws {ore Me ©" Jags 
| for Convoys to Mer- 12 147] 311 
chantmen to and from © fe 3h tn, 
N England 1 = 


In the Bay of Brey 11116 5 21114 
At Gibraltar, and a a 

in the Mediterranean, 
to prevent the French 
coming into the, Oce- || * a | 
an, or & re ene 
their Fleets, * 2 Sn 

. { Spaniſh, in all | . | | N — 
Wer with Spain, ! n | | 


{1 - | Carried over 41 UI 
| Oi 


9 
RA NES. 


lt Aa AE] 
2 $iC.4 A 


12 Brought MOV 4] 7 | 28 [ 34 d | 21 
. alk. Jamaica, and | — CP + | 
Leeward - _ | hay | | | BB 
Bene ime Ty | 84 4 
Time. * thoſe upon 11 * 8 oh 6. 2 
Caſt of 4 ca, 18 ; ; Robes obs 
* : Neat 1 
' 18 1 
9 188 (a [ N 
9 n 1 | 
0. 
eb 3| 5 1 I 
n ID Fa fatal 
1 IIA 2 
| | CARTER MAKES, 5 
| | 1 * j | £ 4 28 1 
ö * | 3 . | 1 1 | 
I" LF. | 1 J* . va 
ept at Jamaica | | #27 3 9 7 WY wg q 
12 75 and the | 4 | [ by 0 * 
other __— ee, | IS Þ | {#7 P68 * 
&r Ph mouth, to go and 74 1 12 Mi 
me Fe, two POR" 1 * 
** each Convoy being . l 
etached, in à certain 1 
. with the 1 1 a | 
erchantmen bound to | | 1 
Nortb- America. 4, ; 38 
* For 1 | + 
Spanihh, and Portugueſe « 49 
nyoys | | 
For Loft India Con- 
CT St. He- 


(911) 
Of the 73 Ships ten ehe as yet un- 
applied, e may reaſonably ſuppoſe there 
may be 20 of the following Rates, either 
building, repairing, pf unfit for Service, 
(viz. 1 of the 2d Rate, 4 of the 3d, 2 of 


at 3 


the 4th; 7 of the 5th, 2 of the 6th, and 
ſour Sloops) then our reſerved Fleet will 
conſiſt of the following Rates 
of the 1ſt Rate, 
2 f the 2d 62.9 16904 
9 of the 3d 
7 9 e the Acht ec d err: 
9 of the 5th 6 0 7 9979 
2 13 of the th, and 


- 

1 * 1 . * P . py 9 — 

5 5 dl 4 p þ 
3 , 72 * . T | 4 FIxr% 1 12 
7 — 8. a #4 | „* . * ** 1808 
, a F 
, * 
. * - 5 22 3 
— e. Ls SLA i 4 
” 
4 e %e 4 l 

19% nl as 

4 * * a w i» ” : N = 1 * „ 44 

-- 
n 1 


nacht £320 ap; „ S910} le, 1 
As theſe' 53 Men of War, aàs well as 
the preceding 197, ſhould be conſtantly 
kept in Commiſſion, and therefore com- 
pletely manned, we muſt include them 
in the Number that require their Com- 
plement; ſo that our whole Fleet in 
Commiſſion, and ready for Service, will 
require 73, 640 Seamen, including Ma- 
rines; as will be ſeen by the followihg 
Eſtimate. Ny 


I Mew requifite to 
I manthem to theit 
' Complemeats. 


42425 
| 7500 
— | 25680 

— 13 500 
1773 

10550 
4400 


— ꝓ¶—imĩ—•— 


173,640 


Total 


Thus it appears, that to man our whole | 
Navy (ſuch a one as may regain our 


Loſſes, in the!Mediterrancan, and at leaſt 


an Equivalent for thoſe in America, till 
when we cannot hope either for- an ad- 
 vantageous, honourable, or laſting Peace) 
it will require 18,640 Men more than 
the Parliament has granted this: Year for 
our Navy, which will put us to the ad- 
ditional Expence of 765, 280 J, including 
Oꝛdnance for Sea- Service the 555 % 
| Men allowed this Vear, becaſioning an 
Expence of 2, 860, ooo — Ord- 

| ane ** Sea -Service. | 


5 But 


- * 
' 
ſ 
| 
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But-what will 700,000 /. appear, when 
put in Competition with the Advantages 
we may promiſe ourſelves from ſuch a 
Navy ! It would be needleſs to repeat in 
this Place, both his Majeſty's Recom- 
mendation of vigorous Meaſures, and 
their Efficacy: | Surely then our Bulwarks, 
our Floating Towers, which alone com- 
mand us the Reſpect both of our Friends 
and Foes, ſhould be put in ſuch a State of 
Defence, and ſo employed, as to draw 
all the Advantages we can reap from 
them; and I believe no body can be fo 
very void of Conſideration as to imagine 
they are any thing more than a burthen- 
ſome Expence to us, as long as they are 
in Ordinary; why. then. ſhould we heſi- 
tate to put all the Ships in Commiſſion - 
that can bear the Seas? Ineed not, I believe, 
aſk this Queſtion a ſecond Time, Sir, of 
you, but, perhaps, in return, you 
may complain of the want of Hands: I 


own the Complaint may be juſt, but it is 


not irremediable. 


(74) 


1 could have wiſhed to have ſeen, at 
the End of the laſt War, a Project exe- 
cuted which was then propoſed, of regi- 
ſtering all the Seamen who had been em- 
ployed, and continuing them a ſmall an- 
nual Præmium, in permitting them to 
ſerve the Merchants in any ſhort Voyages, 
and be ready, upon Call, on any Emer- 
gency: This Scheme, Sir, would have 
prevented that tyrannical Method of Pre: 
Ang, which, after all, does but ill ſuc- 
ceed; however, it has been judged ex- 
pedient, and therefore it ſhould not be 
condemned, until ſome other can be de- 
viſed. 


P . 


I hs, taken the Pains to examine ma- 
ny schemes that I have heard for the man- 
ning our Fleet upon an Exigence; e 
none appears to me effectual, but that of 
obliging every Sea- port in England, Scot- 
land, Ireland, Guernſey, - Jerſey, Man, 
and the other inferior Iſlands particularly 
the Orkneys, as the Scotch are the beſt 
Sailors) to furniſh a ſtipulated Number in 
Ptoportion to the Shipping they actually 

employ ; 


(75) 

employ : This ſhould be extended to 
North America, that Seminary of Sea- 
men; which, I am told, might occaſion- 
ally furniſh us with 30,000 able Mariners. 
To this may be added, an Obligation up- 
on the Eaſi- India Company furniſhing a 

Quota out of every Ship before they pay 
their Seamen, who ſhould be allowed two 
Months Leave of Abſence, before they 
went on board a Man of War: All the 
Whale-Fiſhery Ships ſhould be under the 
like Obligation ; as well as the Herring- 
Fiſhery ; who might furniſh many uſeful 
Hands. If the Merchant Service ſhould. 
run any Riſque of being prejudiced by 
ſuch a Propoſal, they might be allowed to 
employ a greater Number of Foreigners, 
Dutch, Danes, Swedes, Sc., who would 
be glad to ſerve them, as our Pay is much 
ſuperior to what is given by their Mer- 
chants, and the Labour leſs, as we em- 
ploy more Hands on board Ships of the. 
ſame Burthen with theirs, 


If theſe Hints ſhould be judged worthy. 
of Conſideration, I ſhould be glad to ſee 
an Act e as ſoon as poſſibſe, upon 

L 2 d 


. 

any Plan ſimilar to this; for we cannot 
too ſoon put our Fleet into as reſpectable 
a Condition as poſſible: The French em- 
ploying all the Carpenters of what Nation 
ſoever they can get, to form an Arma- 
ment, which may, but too ſoon, be able to 
cope with ours. | 


When I fay this, I don't mean that we 
can reaſonably apprehend that their Navy, 
will at any Time, theſe ten Years, be as 
numerous and formidable as ours: But as 
they have no Occaſion to keep Fleets ſta- 
tioned in the Bay of Biſcay; the Mediter- 
ranean, or indeed in any Pert of Europe, 
as we have, and in which we cannot em- 
ploy leſs than ninety Ships of different 
Rates, if they ſhould encreaſe their 
Marine only one third more than it is, as 
they do not labour under the fame Incon- 
venience as we, in regard to its manning 
(they having long fince practiſed the 
Scheme of Regiſtering their Seamen) 
they would be more than a Match for us; 
as may be eaſily perceived by the forego- 
ing Eſtimates, fince they may already 
IX $54 of their Ships, of F different Rates 

unemployed 


(27)! 

| unemployed i in their Ports fit for Expedi- 
tions, and we cannot have conveniently 
unemployed mote than 73 ; fo that if their 
Marine were increaſed only one third more 
than what” it is, they would have 14 5 
Ships; 9o of which might be employed 
againſt us; and, to oppoſe theſe, = 
mm _ have 73 Sail. | 


Now, even this Calculation is upon the 
Suppoßtion that our Fleet were as formi- 
dable, as I have repreſented it in the fores 
going Eſtimate ; but if we were to em- 
ploy but forty thouſand odd Seamen on 
board, a greater Number than which, I 

am told, there is not actually employed, 
at preſent, we could have no manner of 
Chance, either of ſupporting the Sove- 
reignty of the Sea, or even protecting our 
W e and ourſelves. 


11 we will, for the Nadg tappote 
wwe French entirely unemployed about con- 
| ſtractipg new Ships, and that they only 
intend, in the Courſe of this War; to 
make uſe, to the beft Advantage, of thoſe 
avs 975 which now actually compoſe their 
b Fleet; 


— * 3 * — vw 


; 
; 
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Fleet; is there no Reaſon to fear, that if 


we do not liſten to the Propoſals of the 
Spaniſh Court for an Accommodation, by 
her Arbitration, that his Catholic Majeſty 
will throw his Weight into the French 
Scale? I ſay, Sir, can you, who are fo 
well acquainted with the Secrets of Cabi- 
nets, imagine that the Motions of the 
Spaniards at Ceuta, the Favour they have 
already ſhewn to the French at Algezires; | 
and the Equipment of their Fleets in their 
Ports, portend only a Reſolution of a- 
biding by the ſtrifteſt Neutrality ? We 
will ſuppoſe, then, that the Court of Ma- 
drid, after ſhe ſhall have exhauſted her 
whole Stock of Friendſhip upon us in O- 
vertures of Peace, will break, and make 
a Compoſition in favour of France. Can 
it be credited, that her Marine will not be 


compoſed of 36 Sail, of different Rates, 


fit to keep the Sea? If it cannot be cre- 
dited, as I believe you, Sir, particularly, 
and every one the leaſt acquainted with 
the State of the Spaniſb Fleet, muſt im- 
mediately avow ; the French Fleet will be 
Increaſed one third, without any addition- 
al new Ships of their own; and what 


390)" | Apology 
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Apology, then, can be made to this Nas 


tion for not putting our Marine upon the 
_ "moſt advantageous Footing ? What 
Excuſe can be offered for not trying every 
Scheme that wears the leaſt Air of Practica- 
bility for completely manning a ſufficient 
Force by Sea; But I forget myſelf 
in the Warmth of my Argument; the 
Honour and Happineſs of my Country, 
are apt to have this Effect upon me, 
but the leaſt Recollection tells me, I am 
writing to a Statefman, who requires but 
a Hint, —a very Hint, to purſue any Mea- 
| ſures that many benefit his Country ; and 
that to apply a Microſcope to, your Eye, 
upon ſuch an Occaſion, is not to aſſiſt the 
viſual Orb, but to aggravate the Sight, 


The Meufures I have preſcribed, like 
all other vigorous ones, require the Sinews 
of War for their enforcing ;. therefore let 
us conſider a little what way be the moſt 
effectual Means of procuring the Supplies 
neceſſary for carrying on the War, with 
the leaſt Detriment to our Trade, and the 
leaſt Oppreſſion to the Subject. 


— 


* 
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I believe I have no Occaſion, then, to 
enter into a Diſquiſition to prove that the 
Encreaſe, or even the Continuance, of the 
preſent National Debt, can be of no Ad- 
vantage, either in a political or commercial 
LIght, to this Nation this Doctrine 
has long ſince been exploded ; and I think, 
we may, on the other hand, venture to 
affirm, that if we continue borrowing 
Money, on the ſame Terms we did the 
laſt War, we ſhall increaſe the National 
Debt to 11 $90,000 J. this War, (ſup- 
poſing it to continue as long as the 8 


and zhen, perhaps, in a few Years, we 


may have another Rupture; for the 
French will be ſure to infringe upon our 
Colonies, and give us many other Cauſes 
of Renewal of Hoſtilities, as Tong as 
they are convinced they can run us 
30, ooo, ooo in Debt, and by that Means 
increaſe in Proportjon the annual Intereſt, 
which muſt be' paid by Taxes, that can 
never fail to clog Trade, in ſuch a Men- 
ner, as to increaſe the Price of all Ne- - 
ceſſaries of Life; not only in Proportion 
to the Taxes levied, but at leaſt double, 
by Means of the Increaſe of Price the 

Commodities 


687) 

Commodities receive by paſſing through 
many Hands, before they come at the 
Conſumer. Since by this they will, in 
the End, attain the Deſtruction of our fo- 
en Trade, and the Erection of theirs 

upon its Ruin: So that another War, 
with a few Years of TEAS, will ſucceed 
another, and ſo on,. till we miay pre- 
ſent | ourſelves with the View of àn accu- 
mulated Debt of zoo, oO, oοο; for 
which an Intereſt of nine Millions muſt 
be paid, ſuppoſing it at Three per Cent. 


If this ſhould ever be the Caſe, in what 
a Situation muſt the Commerce of this 
Nation be? at what Markets ſhall we find 
a Vent for our Commodities, when wWe are 
already rivalled in many Branches of our 
foreign Trade, particularly the Woollen 
Levant, by the French, on account of the 
Cheapneſs of their Goods compared to 
ours, although the Taxes which pay the 
Intereſt of the National Debt amount, at 
preſent, to no more than about two Mil- 
lions and a half; and when our Commo- 
dities muſt then be increaſe] at leaſt treble. 
in their Price before cy reach a, foreign 


Market. > <= Perhaps 


2 „ 
146 . 
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ER I may be anwered, that 


S France can never — this Plan of run- 


ning us into Debt, and by that Means in- 
creaſing our Taxes, and in the End ruining 
our Trade, without affecting herſelf the 


'fame Way, by the Support of her Troops, 
the Increaſe of her Marine, and the Exe- 
cution of her Meaſures 
to this, it will be found, that though their 
Taxes increaſe, and their Revenues be 
" exhauſted, their Manufactures will not 
be fo ſenſibly affected hereby as ours, by 
Means of the greater Number of Hands 
in France, which will ever keep the Price 


In Anſwer 


of Labour low, and the Start they have 


already gained of us with reſpect to the 
Prices of their Merchandizes. Beſides, 


whenever Neceſſity requires it; Frunce 
can raiſe ſome Millions by the Alteration 


of the Value of their Coin, as has been 
practiced more than once. Without an 


Increaſe of the Price of Labour, our poor 
People, who are already, by the enor- 


mous Taxes upon the Neceſſaries of Life, 
and the high Price of Proviſions, reduced 
to ſuch * that * ſcarcely get 


Bread 
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Bread: for themſelves and Families, will. 
never be able to ſupport any additional 
Impoſts upon what are eſteemed the Eſ- 
ſentials of Subſiſtance; and as the Increaſe. 
of the Price of Labour muſt neceſſarily 
occaſion an Advance in the Price of the 
Commodities manufactured, which muſt, 
in the End, deſtroy our Foreign Trade; 
I believe little need be added to prove 
that all new Taxations, directly or in- 
directly, upon the Neceſſaries of Life, 

. be laid aſide. | | | 


The borrowing of Money, or funding, 
is attended with ſo many bad Conſequen- 
ces tq the Nation, by the. Neceflity of 
raiſing Taxes, as well to pay the Intereſt 


thereof, as for Douceurs or Præmi- 


ums to the Jobbers, which generally 
render a low Intereſt to the Proprietors of 
Stock, a very high one to the Govern- 
ment, that ſome other Means ſhould be 
tried. The only Expedient that can be 
deviſed for preventing theſe Evils for the 
future, is the raiſing the Supplies with- 
in the Vear; and this ſhould be done, 
| —_ this _ Nation, would fave both the 
Intereſt 


| ( 84 ) | 

Intereſt -and Premium neceſſary. to be 
paid with Borrowing and Jobbing, which 
might be applied to pay off Part of the 
National Debt; and this would revive 
Public Credit, ſet the Stocks above Par, 
and turn into the Channel of Com- 
merce, that Money which the Jobber 
would find no Opportunity of applying 

to a more lucrative Advantage. By this 
Means alſo, that Diſſipation and Profuſi- 
on, which are the conſtant Attendants 
upon Lazineſs, would diminiſn; for 
when the public Funds began to be de- 
creaſed, by being paid of, Intereſt would 
naturally lower, and excepting what 
could be employed in Mortgages, and 
other private Securities, and for which 
that exorbitant Intereſt, that now is given, 
would be no longer an Inducement; the 
Maſs of the Publick- Debt would be 
thrown into Commerce, and our idle An- 
nuitants and Stockholders would find 
themſelves under a Neceſſityof being uſe- 
ful to their Country, by encreaſing our 
Commerce, and drawing the Wealth of 
other Nations to this Emporium of Trade. 
his _ not be the only Advantages - 

220, OS F 
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reſulting from raiſing the Supplies within 
the Vear; for as then all our Contracts 
would be paid with ready Money, our 
Fleet and Army would not only be fur- 
niſhed with better Proviſions of every 
kind, but much cheaper; and if they 
gained only Ten per Cent. as there is 
much Reaſon to believe, they would by 
prompt Payment, upon Five Millions, 
which we may ſuppoſe will be expended 
this Year, in Contracts upon our Navy 
and Land Forces, we ſhould make a Sa- 
ving of 500,000 J. Sterl. which might 
be applied either to paying off Part of the 
National Debt, or towards raiſing the Sup- 
"1 plies” for the following Year ; and by that 
Means we might diſcontinue any oppreſ- 
| five Tax to the Poor, e g that 
Sum. 155 

But withaut's noticin 2 any other Advan- 
tage that might reaſonably reſult from this 
Scheme, I will conſider the moſt eligible 


Means of railing the Supplies requiſite for 
the « current Year, within the Year, 


The 
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The Parliament has already made the 
fallowing Provifions, vig. 
lk rr, 4 
| By the Land-Tax, 
8 which is = 2000, 0 00 a 


The Duty on Malt, 
Mum, Cyderand Per- 750,000 do 0 | 
5 given for ET "x 

And 'the 'Guinea | 0 
Lottery, from whence 
the Government is tog 
reſerve bs Moiety of { 9552992 12 6 
the Produce, being F 1 
. 55 


TheTotalwhereofisbut 347 7 2 7 6 


But as it is computed that the Service 
of this Year, cannot be effectually per- 
formed, for leſs than Nine Milliops, we 
ſtill ſtand in need of near Six Millions, 
therefore other aN muſt be made. 


The Plan which and: foremoſt'in the 
Claſs of reaſonable Ones, for railing the 


extraordinary Supplies, is a new Aſſeſſ- 
ment 
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ment of the Land Tax, by which it is 
computed a Million a Year more may be 
brought into the Government, than is at 
preſent produced by it. This certainly 
is a very juſt Expedient, and whatever 
Oppoſition ſome few may make to it, 
under pretence of the Hardſhips they 
would labour under, in Paying an exact 
Quota; as the Improvements they have 
been at the Expence of, are the Cauſes of 
the increaſe of their Lands; ſhould be 
looked upon as only regarding ſome few 
Particulars, whoſe Intereſt ſhould always 
ſubmit to that of the Community 
otherwiſe we ſhall find all Laws Ineffectual 
ſince the Execugion of them, muſt claſh 
wh the Intceeft of ſome Individuals. 


r et Wim 4 
Antagoniſts, but ſuch as are prejudiced by 
their Intereſt, of the Land Tax Act, 
being ineffectually executed: But as 
this new Aſſeſſment cannot be made for 
this Year, or perhaps the Next, we cannot 
comprehend it within the Schemes for 
Azaiſing the Supplies for the current Year. 


Mr. 
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Mr. Puſtethinaye $ e Tax, "IN 
to have à great Analogy with that pro- 
poſed upon Houſes; and as this latter 
carries with it a greater facility in the 
Execution, and: at the ame Time does 
not wear the Appearance of a Poll Tax, 
and is not ſo oppreſive to the Subject, 

J am inclined to give it the Preferance. 

It does not follow that every Perſon of the 
different Ranks, rated in his Laſt, ſhould 
be poſſeſſed of Fortunes, or be in circum- 
ſtances equivalent; and if any compulſion 
were to be uſed to oblige every Perſon to give 
in an exact Account of his Fortune or 
Effects, it would be diſngreeable to all, 
and particularly detrimental to the mer- 
cantiſe Part of his Liſt; otherwiſe a Per- 
ſon with a very ſlender Income, perhaps 
an uncertein one, would be neceſſitated to 
pay an equal Tax with one of anover- grown 
Fortune. Law and Phyſic would furniſh 
us with many Inſtances of this kind; for 
in both, for the general, either great For- 
tunes are made by the Practitioners, or 
elſe they periſh Secundum Naturam, ot 
ſtarve according to Law, But in reſpect * 

to 
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to the Tax upon Houles, as no body would 
chuſe to live in one of greater Rent than 
his Circumſtances could afford; neither 


would he be aſſeſſed at a higher Rate, 


than bore a Proportion to the Rent of his 
Houſe. 8 * 
1. The'Tax vpe, ase at bn 
able Computation, is ſuppoſed to produes 
a Million and half; without ineluding 
thoſe under 5 /. a Year, which ſhould he 
entirely exempt ; ſince they can be inha- 
bited by none I 1 


bourers. N 


F A Tax upon Servents, 3 
Livery, would certainly produce a great 
| Income on the one hand; or if we cuuld 
ſuppoſe, (which to judge by the Extra- 
vagunce and Luxuriance of the preſent 
Age is not probable) that any conſiderable 
Number would, by this Means, be thrown 
out of Place, they could not be moro oppor- 
tunely diſengaged ſor his Majeſty's Service, 
either by Land or Sea. But as it is rea- 
ſonable to imagine, not an Eighth Part of 
what are employed would be diſmiſſed on 


90 

this Account, and as I have heard it com- 
puted, there are 2 50, ooo in Great-Bri- 
rain; if they were taxed, upon an Aver- 
age, at 5 J. each, this Tax would Feen 
at leaſt, a Million. 


3. A Tax upon Saddle-Horſes, kept 
for Diverſion, might be a further Means 
of increaſing thy e for the current 
1 yu 2 * 


80 4g No body (bu the Propeletirs) could 
object to a Tax being laid upon all public 
+ Diverſions. For Inſtance, a Maſquerade 


Ticket ſhould be doubled, and the addi- 


tional Guinea appropriated to the public 
Service; a like Tax to be laid upon thoſe 
of Ridottos. The Boxes at the 
ſhould be a Guinea, and the Gallery half a 
Guinea; the Playhouſe Boxes 7s. 64: 
64 55s. Furſt Gallery 46. Upper Gallery 
The Admittance at Vauxhall and 
Nang doubled; all which additional 
Prices ſhould be applied to make up the 
Supplies for the current Year.” Theſe laſt 
two Faxes cannoty" I imagine,” be eſtima- 
ted at leſs then half a Million, conſider- 


n * . ing 


A. 
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ing the great Number of Cavaliers, and 
Public-diverfin Reſorters, that abound in 
this Age of Trouble and Pleaſure, 


5. Next to this might follow, a Tax upon 
Taverns, Bagnios, and what are called 
French Wine-houſes. It is unreaſonable © 
that the | firſt of theſe, ſome of which 
take 40 J. a Day, ſhould be obliged to 
pay no more, in a Tax for a Licence, than 
a little Alehouſe, that vends, perhaps, 
half a Crown's worth of Liquor in the ſame 
time. The ſecond of theſe, if they can 
be ſuppoſed of any Uſe, ſhould at leaſt be 
liable to ſome Impoſt, ſince of all other 
Places their Rates are the moſt extravagant, 
and their Profits the greateſt; and indeed 

moſt, if not all of them, may be put 

upon the fame Footing with the French 
Wine-houſes, which every body knows 
are Nicknames for Brothels. If, as it is 
pretended, theſe Miſcreants (the Keepers 
of Brothels) can find means to elude the 
Execution of Juſtice, they ſnould be obli- 
ged to make fome Atonement to the Pub- 
lic the only way they can; and a Tax 
eyer ſo enormous, cannot be thought too 
N 3 burthenſome 
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burthenſome upon | finee the entire 


Deſtruction of them, would be one of the 
greateſt Services Society could receive from 
any ineffectual Tax. The Taverns may 
merit ſome Commiſeration; for that Rea · 


ſon 1 ſhould think their additional Tax 


ſhould not be above 40 or 50 J. per An- 
num: But the rating of this ſhould de- 

pend, in ſome Reſpect, upon their Vent 

of Liquors, and particularly French 

Wines. 


6. The foregoing Tax naturally leads 
to another, that every Subject, who is 
ngt enervated with Luxury, would rejoice 
to ſee impoſed, particularly at this Period, 
when our inveterate Foes! are torturing 
their Imagination to deviſe more effectual | 
Means of ruining our Trade, and deſtroy- 
ing our Navigation. Undoubtedly, Sir, 
you anticipate my Meaning ; for I certain- 
ly weuld adviſe a Tax, amounting to a 
Prohibition of n Wn: *. and Bran- 


: 3 


* Pele is th be atten (if the 
wenn of the Deſtination of our Fleets, Sc. 


| ſhould | 
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dies. I fear again our great Propenſity to 
Voluptuouſneſs, would induce us, at the 
greateſt Expence, to indulge this, as well 
as many more of our over- governing Ap- 

tites; but I know of none that can be 
tolerated, which ſhould be ſo much clog- 


ged as this with Impoſts, 


The five laſt Taxes. muſt needs be al- 
lowed to center, and indeed exiſt, in Lux-- 
ury, (nor can the preceding, which does 
not extend to Houſes under 5 /. per An- 
num, be ſuppoſed to affect much, if at all, 
the poor Manufacturers and Labourers) ; 
and ſurely no Rationalift will aver, that 
on are not fixed upcn proper Objects; 

for if Men will run headlong to their own 
Ruin (which the four laſt Articles tend 
particularly to facilitate) it is but reaſonable 
the State, who ſuffers ſo much in one Re- 


ſhould be executed) it would be but reaſonable that 
ſhe ſhould furniſh us, at leaſt, with a Sufficiency to 
bear the Expence ſhe will put us to; and as French 
Wine is purchaſed there as cheap as Portis here, and 

is drank in very great Profuſion ; ſurely a Tax upon 
it, at this Time, would neither be improper, or. 
detrimertal to the Health or Purſe of the Iriþþ. 
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pect by it, ſhould draw ſome eee, 
To it in another, 


57. To give the Ladies an Opportunity 
of contributing to the Exigencies of the 
State, a Tax upon jewels might be a 


Means of making them doubly ornament- 


al to the Sex, — to difplay their Charms 
and their Patriotiſm, both at once, to a 
greater Advantage. And as I have a very 
great Opinion of the Patriotiſm, both of 
the Ladies and Gentlemen of the prefent 
Age; it would be proper to give them 
every Opportunity of teſtifying it; for 
this Reaſon — 1 


8. A TAPE) 8 if ſhould be ſet 
on foot, whereby all Perſons, of what- 
ever Rank and Denomination, might give 
further Teſtimony of their Attachment ta 
their Country ; and as many rich Perſons, 
though they might indulge themſelves in 
all the preceding, and many other Luxu- 
ries, would ſtill be conſcious, that they 
did not aſſiſt, in Proportion to their For- 
tunes, the State in its preſent Exigence: 
By this Means they might diſburthen 


their 


Mi 


their Conſciences, ad relieve their Coun- 


try. 


As Smuggling is the principal Cauſe 
that our preſent Duties, do not furniſh 
the State with the neceſſary Supplies to 
carry on the War, without further Im- 
poſts ; and as theſe public Robbers, the 
Smugglers, at the ſame Time they are fo 
detrimental to us, are of the greateſt Ad- 
vantage to our declared Enemies, if a 
Means could be deviſed of confiderably 
checking if not entirely demoliſhing their 
deteſtable Trade, ſurely it would be 
prudent at this Time to execute any 
Sheme, that promiſed theſe Advantages. 
Although theſe illegal Traders, extend 
their Commerce to many Articles of 
French and other Products, it is Notorious 
that the Smuggling of Tea, is the Prin- 
cipal ſource of their illegal Gains; this 
would be at an End, if the preſent Tax 
were taken off that Commodity, and an 
Impoſt put upon every Family that uſed 
this Herb, which might be eaſily Effected, 
by obliging the Miſter of every Family, 
to make Affidavit whether or no any Tea 
3 were 
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were uſed in his Houſe ; ſince it is not 
to be ſuppoſed that any ſuch would per- 
jure himſelf, ſor faving, — if the Maſter 
of the greateſt Family, 20. a Year, 
which ſhould be the higheſt Tax; or 
5. a Year, if of the loweſt fort that 
drink Tea. But if it might be appre- 
hended that ſome would Tranſgreſs; the 
Pillory, or ſome adequate Puniſhment 
ſhould, as in other caſes of Perjury be 
N ſtrictly Inflicted, beſides a, pecuniary 
Fine, upon any that will dare tranſgrels. 
The fair Dealer would receive great 
Benefit by it, as none could afford to ſell 
Tea cheaper than the Market price; 
which is now done in every part of this 
Kingdom, but more particularly upon the 


Weſtern, Southern, and Eaſtern Coaſts of 


England, in ſo much that it's computed 
above Two thirds of the Tea drank in 
Great Britain is run. The perplexities 
and diſquietudes given the fair Dealer, 


by Exciſe Officers, on pretence of 
ſearching, would no longer continue. 


The Egfl-India Company would be great 
Gainers by this, as well as the Conſumers 5 


and the Public Revenue which upon an 
Average, 
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Average, has received for ſome Years paſt 
430000). upon Tea, would be very 
much increaſed if not doubled by this 
new method of Taxation. 

If theſe Inſtitutions could not furniſh 
the State with a Sufficiency to carry on 
the War with -Vigour, many others, of 
the like Nature, might be tried; . ſo that 
er g can apologize for not endeavour- 
(with all Probability of Succeſs) to 
raiſe the Supplies within the | Year, by 
which ſo many: evil ung will be | 
removed. 

Having tos, Sir, taken the Liberty to 
| give you my Sentiments, in this public 

anner, upon the Affairs and Commerce 
of North America, and the Veſt.- Indies; 
our African Trade; the Deſtination of 
our Squadrons and Convoys ; new Taxes; 
and the Schemes propoſed for raiſing the 
extraordinaty Supplies for the current 
Year ; I have nothing at preſent more to 
add, but to deſire you, if you think any 
of my Obſervations upon our North A.- 
merican Colonies, the Security of our 
Me- Indian Trade, and that of Africa, 
with our Settlements upon that Coaſt, up- 
on which the former ſo much depends; 
metit Attention, to not let the preſent 
WRAY ſlip of turning them to Ad- 


O 


— 
1 pay partieular Regard to 
what I have urged in regard to the Deſti- 
nation of our Squadrons and - Convoys, 


with the Neceſſity of our Navy being re- 


inforced; * Ldepends 3 


not only as a commercial Nation, and as 
Sovereigns of the Ocean, — but alſt as a 
People. What I have ſaid, with Reſpe&t 
to new .Taxes and Impoſto, may, per- 
hips, furniſh ſome. Hints, before it is too 
late, to raiſe the Su ies within "the 
Viear; and in fuch a as not to be 
burthenſome to the laborious Part af un. g 


: 05 da Iam, e 
85 e Deere, 
15 W. 3 nn * 
Wein, very bumble Servant, ' 
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